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Living an Empowered Life
Introduction

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you...” – Acts 1:8a NIV

For many Christians, the Holy Spirit is a mystery. Some 
are afraid of Him because of past experiences or stories 
passed along by enthusiastic charismatics. Others shy 
away because of wrong teaching, religious tradition or 
denominational leanings. Some, having had a Spirit- 
filled experience at some point, feel like they already 
know everything they need to know about Him. These 
saints choose to remain content with the warmth of His 
afterglow, while passing up real-time opportunities to 
partner with Him.

In this study, we’ll dig into the scriptures to challenge 
these false ideas and approaches in order to learn afresh: 
1) Who this third member of the Godhead wants to be 
in our lives, 2) How the Bible says we are to intimately 
engage, openly communicate with, hungrily listen to, and 
wholly rely on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in 
our everyday lives.

What you will discover in this study:

Jesus and the Holy Spirit are inseparable.

The New Testament clearly shows the intimate role the 
Holy Spirit played in Jesus’ life:

• Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20).

• Jesus was baptized by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16).

• Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:14).

• Jesus was empowered by the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:18,19).
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• Jesus cast out demons by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 
12:28). 

• Jesus healed by the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 5:17). 

• Jesus taught about the Holy Spirit (John, Chapters 14-
16).

• Jesus offered Himself and was crucified in the power of 
the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 9:14).

• Jesus was raised from the dead by the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Romans 8:11).

• Jesus promised the partnership and baptism in the 
Holy Spirit (John 14:15-17; Acts 1:8). 

• Once at the Father’s right hand, Jesus poured out the 
gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33).

What you will find in this study guide:

• Teaching outline to give you an overview of the 
material.

• Discussion questions to help you engage with the 
material. 

• Key takeaways to help reinforce main ideas.

• “Going Deeper” resource to give you the option of 
taking a further step in spiritual development.

Remember, you always get out of something what 
you put into it. Paul writes in Galatians 6:7, “Do not be 
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 
that he will also reap.”

Let us fully invest into this journey and allow God to do in 
our lives what only He can do. 

- Pastor Gil Dirmann
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Going Deeper

If you choose to participate in the “Going Deeper” 
Discipleship portion, the following is an outline of what it 
looks like to fully engage and participate in this section so 
spiritual growth can be maximized and discipleship can 
take place.
 

1. Answer the six questions each week, physically writing 
down your responses so that you can see your own 
progress over time.

2. Share your responses with your Connect Group Leader 
or a designated leader that has been selected by your 
Connect Group Leader.

3. Begin the journey of finding an accountability partner. 
The study allows time for you to pray and seek out 
a suitable partner (characteristics listed on the next 
page), but the hope is that by the end of this  sermon 
series, you will have someone in your life that you can 
speak with on a regular basis to help further your 
spiritual development.



Devotion / Reading / Journaling

• Select a Reading Plan (examples: Life Journal, 
YouVersion Bible App, etc.).

• Read.
• Respond by capturing what God is speaking to you.

S – Scripture
O – Observation / What is happening in this passage?
A – Application / How does this apply to me?
P – Prayer / Expected Change

Accountability Partner

An accountability partner is a person who walks with 
another person in terms of helping them keep a 
commitment. For the context of Going Deeper, you 
will want to find someone to help you discuss and 
navigate following Jesus in your everyday life. This person 
is someone who follows Jesus themselves, and will 
encourage and challenge you in walking out your faith 
and helping your faith come to life!

For example, an accountability partner is someone you 
can share what God is speaking to you through your daily 
time with Him, someone you can be vulnerable enough 
with to share your struggles, and someone that you can 
seek biblical wisdom and guidance from as you face 
challenges and decisions in life.
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These Signs Will Follow Those Who Believe
Week 9

Key Scripture: “And these signs will follow those who 
believe...” - Mark 16:17a

Teaching Notes

Throughout the New Testament, signs and wonders are 
correlated with the life of the believer. Like speaking in 
tongues, many Christians, including those baptized in the 
Holy Spirit who regularly practice a prayer language, find 
this supernatural link both controversial and confusing.

However, according to the New Testament, spiritual 
power is unavoidable! In fact, as mentioned in Workbook 
2/Lesson 6, Jesus warned His disciples that supernatural 
power, both good and evil, will become so prominent in 
the last days that the enemy will use paranormal activity 
to deceive as many as possible – both unbelievers and 
believers alike.

As Christ followers, we cannot afford to remain neutral. 
In this lesson we will begin to better understand 
supernatural power, and discover three insightful truths 
about the signs and wonders that Jesus said would 
authenticate the life of a New Testament believer.

What Are Signs and Wonders?

While there is a lot of controversy over the term “signs 
and wonders,” a close examination of the following New 
Testament passages will help provide much needed 
clarity.

In Matthew, chapter 24, Jesus shares some prophetic 
insights concerning the end of the age with His disciples.

Matthew 24:4-5 - “And Jesus answered and said to them: 
“Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come 
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in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive 
many.”

• ‘take heed’ – This the Greek word, “blepo’’ which 
means to focus the mind’s eye in order to carefully 
consider a thing, and was usually inserted to jar the 
attention of the listeners. Today, we might say, “Pay 
attention!” or “Beware!”

• ‘deceives/will deceive’ – This Greek word, “planao” 
was used to depict a single individual, a group, or a 
whole nation who has morally veered off course from 
the position of truth they once held.

NOTE: According to Jesus’ prophetic warning, the end 
of the age will become so confusing that even devout 
believers will need to “pay close attention” in order to 
avoid deception.

Scriptural Support: 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 9-12; 1 Timothy 4:1-
2; 2 Timothy 3:13; 4:3-4

Supernatural Power and Worldwide Deception

Jesus continues His warning 19 verses later, by elaborating 
on the supernatural aspect of the last days deception:

Matthew 24:23-25 – “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 
here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false 
christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs 
and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I 
have told you beforehand.”

• ‘false christs’– This is the Greek compound word, 
“pseudo-christos” which comes from:

• ‘pseudo’ – Literally, not genuine; Here references 
someone who misrepresents themselves by what 
they do, say, or offer as truth.

• ‘christos’ - a title signifying, “The Anointed One; 
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Messiah”

Together: The term, “pseudochristos” refers to individuals 
who will attempt to convince people that they are God’s 
anointed messengers, soliciting followers away from faith 
in Christ, to belief in a false gospel.

• ‘false prophets’ – This is the Greek compound word, 
“pseudo-prophetes” which comes from:

• ‘pseudo’ - (See above definition)

• ‘prophetes’ - One who is moved by the Spirit of 
God to deliver inspired messages concerning future 
events, and particularly relating to the cause of 
God’s kingdom.

Together: The word, “pseudoprophetes” refers to 
individuals who under the inspiration of evil spirits, utter 
falsehoods, proclaiming them to be divine insights, 
predictions.

• ‘will arise’ – This is the Greek word, “egeiro” a root from 
which we get the word resurrection. Understanding 
this tells us that this rise into public view will be both 
unexpected, and unmistakably obvious.

•  ‘show’ – This is the Greek word, “didomi’’ which means 
to hand something to someone else, or to impart.

• ‘great’ – This is the Greek word, “megas’’ indicates 
something of extraordinary size or impact.

So far, this verse tells us that the last days will be marked 
with false saviors and false prophets popping up out of 
nowhere, and extraordinarily impacting many people, 
especially those who follow them.

The Authentication of Signs and Wonders

In Matthew 24, Jesus next reveals the significant impact 



of these imposters is because they “show great signs and 
wonders...” (vs 24b).

• ‘signs’ - This is the Greek word, “semeion” which literally 
means a mark, or a token. However, it also references 
the signature or seal that was applied to a document in 
order to guarantee its authenticity.

• ‘wonders’ – This is the Greek word, “teras” which refers 
to extraordinary occurrences that cause the observer 
to marvel, or to be amazed, and is often translated as 
miracles.

Throughout the New Testament, “teras” is:

• always plural, referencing many types of wonders, as 
opposed to one variation or the quantity experienced.

• always associated with semeion signs, showing God’s 
heart to reach people - spirit, soul, and body.

• usually represents a positive verification, although here 
Jesus associates them with deception.

Acts 7:36 is an example of positive authentication:

“[God] brought them out, after He had shown wonders 
(teras) and signs (semeion) in the land of Egypt, and in the 
Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years.”

Psalm 105:26-45 lists the signs and wonders God 
performed.

Continuing His warning:

Jesus now exposes the motivation behind these false 
leaders, “...to deceive, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 
24:24c).

• ‘deceive’ – This is the Greek word, “planao” which 
means to lead astray; to cause to wander or stagger.
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In the New Testament, planao usually depicts a false leader 
who deliberately leads people away from Christ’s liberty 
into some kind of spiritual bondage.

Supporting Scriptures: 2 Thessalonians 2:9; 2 Timothy 3:5-9; 
Revelation 13:13

• ‘the elect’ – This compound Greek word, “eklektos” is 
derived from the tiny words, “ek” which means out, and 
“lego” which means, “I say.”

Together: They literally mean, “Out, I say!” - specifically 
identifying those called out of sin, into salvation; Those 
personally chosen by God.

Supporting Scriptures: Mark 13:27; Luke 18:7; 23:35; Romans 
8:33; Colossians 3:12; Titus 1:1; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 17:14

Understanding Jesus’ warning in Matthew 24, tells us that 
supernatural power will not diminish in the last days, but 
will increase - publicly and dramatically.

In fact, in the same way that God uses signs, wonders and 
the Gifts of the Spirit to authenticate His work, Satan will 
produce counterfeit signs so compelling that believers who 
are not well taught in scripture will be tempted to buy in.

Is it possible that this could really happen?

It’s already happening! Interest in occultism, astrology, tarot 
card and psychic readings, witchcraft, spells, incantations, 
etc., has been accelerating around the globe at an alarming 
rate for decades!

While believers are in the minority, but not absent, in the 
former listing, a consumerism has infiltrated Christianity, 
creating an appetite for the experiential over the essentials 
of Christian discipline and truth.

Supporting Scriptures: Matthew 16:1-4; 1 Timothy 4:1-2 & 6-7; 
2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4:3-5)
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Three Truths about Signs and Wonders

TRUTH 1 – A biblical understanding of signs and wonders 
safeguards the believer from spiritual deception and 
equips them to live victoriously in the last days.

• Matthew 12:39 - 40 – “Then some of the scribes and 
Pharisees answered, saying, ‘Teacher, we want to see 
a sign from You.” But He answered and said to them, 
“An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, 
and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.”

Three practical approaches to signs and wonders:

Keep the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ central to 
authenticating the supernatural. If it doesn’t exalt Jesus, 
it’s not from God!

All signs and wonders must pass three biblical 
safeguards: God’s written Word, The Holy Spirit’s peace, 
and transformation to be like Jesus, before they can be 
accepted. (See Workbook 2/Lesson 6)

Believers are to live by faith in God’s Word and not depend 
on signs and wonders to authenticate God’s Truth. 

Support Scriptures: Matthew 16:4; Luke 11:16; 23:8; John 2:18; 
6:30; 2 Timothy 4:3-5

TRUTH 2 - While all signs and wonders are supernatural, 
not all supernatural power is spectacular.

The difference between signs and wonders

Having highlighted the fuller meaning of the Greek words 
signs (semeion) and wonders (teras), here we will briefly 
reexamine the difference in their demonstration.



In short, signs authenticate, while wonders first captivate, 
and then authenticate.

• ‘signs’ – As mentioned earlier, the Greek word, 
“semeion” referenced an official seal guaranteeing 
authenticity.

While the seal had to be noticeable, its primary purpose 
was authentication. Two biblical examples:

• Luke 2:12 – “And this will be the sign to you: You will 
find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger.” (NKJV)

Although the manger scene, in and of itself, would not 
have been startling, its primary objective as a sign was 
authenticating the announcement of the Messiah’s birth.

• John 2:11 [Regarding Jesus turning water into wine] 
“This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in 
Him.” (NKJV)

While Luke 2:1-10 captures both the supernatural 
transformation of water into wine, and the verification of 
the “master of the feast” that the latter wine was the best, 
there is no indication that anyone witnessed the actual 
miracle. Thus, authentication alone was the objective.

•  ‘wonders’ – Earlier we learned that the Greek word, 
“teras’’ refers to extraordinary occurrences that cause 
the observer to be amazed, and is often translated as 
“miracles.”

Examples of wonders are obvious and abundant.

Here are just a few from the Gospel of John:

• Healing of the paralytic at Bethesda – John 5:1-15

• Feeding 5,000 men with a snack – John 6:5-14
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• Jesus walks on water – John 6:16-24

• Healing a man blind from birth – John 9:1-7

Again, while all signs and wonders are supernatural, not all 
supernatural power is spectacular.

Signs authenticate God’s Word – sometimes noticeably 
and quickly; on other occasions, subtly over a period of 
time.

Wonders also authenticate God’s Word by initially startling 
observers in order to captivate their hearts and minds.

TRUTH 3 – Every believer is expected to authenticate 
Christ’s power with supernatural signs that follow them. 

Mark 16:15-20 NKJV - “And He said to them, “Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He 
who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who 
does not believe will be condemned. And these signs 
(semeion) will follow those who believe: In My name they 
will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 
they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything 
deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands 
on the sick, and they will recover. So then, after the Lord 
had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and 
sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out 
and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them 
and confirming the word through the accompanying 
signs. Amen.”

According to Jesus, the calling to join in the Great 
Commission includes living supernatural lives 
authenticated by supernatural signs, and anticipating 
spectacular wonders, should the Holy Spirit choose to use 
them.
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Key Takeaways to Remember

• Although confusing and controversial to many 
believers, the New Testament consistently correlates 
signs and wonders with the life of the believer.

• In the last days the enemy will use paranormal activity 
to deceive as many as possible – both unbelievers and 
believers alike.

• False Christs and false prophets are individuals who 
attempt to convince people that they are God’s 
anointed messengers, while leading followers into a 
non-biblical truth.

• A biblical understanding of signs and wonders 
safeguards the believer from spiritual deception, and 
equips them to live victoriously in the last days.

• While all signs and wonders are supernatural, not all 
supernatural power is spectacular.

• Both signs and wonders authenticate God’s Word – 
sometimes noticeably and quickly; on other occasions, 
subtly over a period of time.

• Wonders also authenticate God’s Word by initially 
startling observers in order to captivate their hearts 
and minds.

• Every believer is expected to authenticate Christ’s 
power through the supernatural signs that follow 
them.



REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. What is your honest response to the New Testament’s 
correlating signs and wonders with the life of the believer? 
Is your response intellectual (what you know), emotional 
(what you feel), or practical (what you do)? Does your 
response and your life line up?

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

2. Have you ever dabbled in the paranormal (e.g. 
occultism, astrology, tarot card and psychic readings, 
witchcraft, spells, incantations, etc.)? Do you know anyone 
who has? Do they have any hold on you now? Can you 
see how Satan uses this to counterfeit God’s supernatural 
power?

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

3. Where is your interest in seeking signs and wonders? 
How much time do you spend looking for a supernatural 
experience as opposed to developing strong Christian 
disciplines? Are you easily enamored with spectacular 
signs, or do you filter them through biblical safeguards 
before accepting them?

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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4. Of the five signs in Mark 16:17-18 that Jesus promised 
would authenticate the life of every believer who believes, 
how many of them are currently working in your life? Are 
you open to developing any of these? If so, which ones? If 
not, why not?

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 



Going Deeper
Discipleship Week 9

1. Did I engage in church community this week (In person 
gathering or online)?  

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

2. Did I engage in this week’s teaching and study notes 
(completed notes and reflection questions)? 

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

3. Did I memorize this week’s key scripture (Mark 16:17a)?

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

4. Did I spend personal devotion time with God in prayer, 
scripture reading, and journaling four days or more this 
week? 

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

5. On a scale of 1-5 how would I rate my having guarded 
my heart (eyes, ears, thoughts, words) from anything 
that would hinder God’s Word from taking root in my 
life?

    1   2   3   4   5    Other: ___________________________________

_________________________________________________________

6. Have I either talked to or met with my accountability 
partner this week?

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________
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Engaging the Great Commission
Week 10

Key Scripture: “And He said to them, “Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature.”

– Mark 16:15 NKJV

Teaching Notes

Although widely recognized and accepted in Christianity, 
those actually engaging the Great Commission are so 
few that some scholars sadly refer to it as “The Great 
Omission!”

Yet, Jesus remains relentless in His quest to reach the 
world with His good news of salvation, urging His followers 
to, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature.”

In this study, we will examine Mark 16:15-18, focusing first 
on four actionable steps within Jesus’ call, then, look at the 
first of five supernatural signs that He guaranteed would 
follow every believer who is willing to step out in faith.

From the Great Omission, to the Great Commission

Mark 16:15-18 - “And He said to them, “Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who 
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does 
not believe will be condemned. And these signs will 
follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take 
up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by 
no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and 
they will recover.”

In Mark 16:15-18 (one of two passages which outlines what 
scholars identify as The Great Commission), Jesus charges 
His followers to take the empowered gospel to the 
farthest corners of the earth.



This command can be divided into four actionable steps 
that, when closely examined, provide practical clarity that 
encourage the believer to join in this Great Co-Mission!

Four Actionable Steps into the Great Commission

 1. Go, and keep on going!

Mark 16:15a NKJV- “And He said to them, “Go into all the 
world...”

• ‘go’ – This is the Greek word, “poreuo’’ which literally 
means to go and keep on going, and references 
something or someone that launches from a starting 
point and then constantly remains in motion.

• ‘into’ – This is the Greek word, “eis” which refers to 
entering into something or some place, as opposed to 
merely arriving at a destination.

• ‘the world’ – This Greek word, “kosmos’’ refers to the 
order or arrangement of the world we live in, not the 
planet we live on.

In fact, kosmos is where we get English words like 
cosmogony, cosmopolitan, cosmetics which covers 
countries, cities, communities including their political 
systems, governments, culture, organizations, clubs etc.

Additionally and more personally, the use of the word 
kosmos also includes one’s neighborhood, job, school, 
circle of friends – virtually anywhere one ventures or has 
influence.

Application: Simply put, Christ’s urge to believers was 
“Get up, get on mission, and don’t stop until the job is 
done”.  Understanding this helps to realize the clear and 
determinate decision required to answer His call. Much 
like the mindset needed for successful employment, 
joining the Great Commission requires a weekly, daily, 
hourly decision to get up and get to work!
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2. Preach, and keep on preaching!

Mark 16:15 NKJV - “And He said to them, “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to every creature.”

• ‘preach’ - This is the Greek word, “kerysso” which 
means to proclaim, to declare, or to herald a message. 
Here, it is in the imperative tense, which commands 
the hearer to perform a certain action by the authority 
of the one commanding.

In New Testament times this imperative use of kerysso 
often referred to the message proclaimed by a kerux 
- an official spokesman or herald of a king whose 
job was to, with appropriate formality, announce the 
desires and dictates the king wished to express to the 
people.

• ‘gospel’ – This is the Greek word, “euangelion” which 
literally means good news. In the New Testament the 
gospel consistently refers to the glad tidings or the 
good news of salvation through Jesus Christ.

Application: As official representatives of Heaven, 
believers are commanded to herald the good news of 
salvation through Jesus Christ in a manner that reflects 
both the gravity and grace of Jesus Christ, the eternal 
King of Kings.

3. Expect eternal results!

Mark 16:16 NKJV - “He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned.”

• ‘believes’ – This is the Greek word, “pisteuo” the verb 
form of pistis (usually translated, faith) and means to 
be persuaded, convinced or confident of something to 
the point of action.



‘baptized’ – This is the Greek word, “baptizo” which 
means to immerse, or submerge completely.

Here baptizo refers to water baptism as the first act of 
obedience for a believer, affirming that a person has 
acknowledged Jesus as Lord.

• ‘will be saved’ – This phrase is the Greek verb, “sozo” 
which refers to a complete and total rescue in every 
area, and on every level. Here it specifically references 
eternal salvation, which includes the rescue of the 
whole person – spirit, soul, and body.

• ‘will be condemned’ – This is the Greek word, 
“katakrino” which means to render a punitive 
judgment worthy of consequential punishment.

Here, katakrino references the ultimate eternal condem-
nation and corresponding eternal punishment as a 
consequence of rejecting Jesus as Savior and Lord.

Application: While believers need not feel pressure 
to save anyone, Jesus promised that the power of the 
proclaimed Gospel message would inevitably yield 
supernatural results – eternal life for those who believe; 
eternal punishment for those who do not.

Simply put, eternities are on the line each time we share 
Christ!

Supporting Scriptures: Matthew 10:28; 25:46; John 14:6; 
Romans 10:9-15; Ephesians 2:8; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 2 
Peter 3:7

4. Rely on supernatural authentication!

Mark 16:17a - “And these signs will follow those who
believe” (NKJV).

• ‘signs’ – In Lesson 9, we saw that this Greek word, 
“semeion” referenced the signature or seal that was 
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applied to a document in order to guarantee its 
authenticity.

• “will follow” - This Greek word, “parakoloutheo” 
refers to someone who tirelessly accompanies 
another, remaining constantly at their side. In fact, 
this word shows such a determined commitment 
that it eventually became synonymous with the term 
discipleship.

The Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament) 
uses this same word to translate Psalm 23:6a - “Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life”.

• ‘believe’ –Here this Greek word, “pisteuo” (see 
definition above) is directly associated with Jesus’ 
promise.

In the same way that faith put into action is required for 
salvation (Mark 16:16), pisteuo is required to initiate the 
signs Jesus promised would follow every Christian, “who 
believes.”

Application: Everything in the Kingdom of God is 
activated by faith. If you’re not actively believing for 
supernatural power to occur, very little will be experienced 
in your life.

However, if you want God’s power to faithfully follow 
you, authenticating His presence in your life, you must 
constantly put your faith into action for it to happen. 
Sometimes signswill be noticeable and happen quickly; 
On other occasions, they appear subtly, over a period of 
time. Regardless, the number of signs that follow you is 
fundamentally proportional to how consistent you are in 
actively believing for them!

Jesus Promises to Authenticate Every Believer

Having pronouncedly commissioned every believer to



act on His behalf, proclaiming His message to everyone, 
everywhere, Jesus next personally authorizes this 
assignment with the phrase, “In My Name...” (Mark 16:17b)

• ‘In My Name’ – This phrase is made up of three Greek 
words: en mou onoma.

•  ‘en’- Indicates a fixed place or position. Here it 
references something found exclusively inside of a 
relationship with Jesus.

• ‘mou’ – A personal pronoun which is usually translated 
as I, me, mine, and emphatically identifies the person 
speaking. Here, Jesus identifies Himself as the one who 
is making the promise, and will assure the results.

• ‘onoma’ - From the Greek word, “onomos” which not 
only represents a person’s name, but also includes the 
full authority that exists in the person being named.

All together, this phrase indicates that Jesus has 
formally empowered believers to stand in His place on 
earth, declaring His message, acting on His behalf, and 
operating in the authority He has vested in them as His 
certified agents.

Signs that Authenticate Every Believer

Having officially certified His representatives on the earth, 
Jesus next promises to authenticate their obedience with 
five supernatural signs.

Mark 16:17-18 – “In My name...(1) they will cast out demons; 
(2) they will speak with new tongues; (3) they will take up 
serpents; and (4) if they drink anything deadly, it will by 
no means hurt them; (5) they will lay hands on the sick, 
and they will recover.” (NKJV)

The First Authenticating Sign

Again, Jesus promised those who would go and keep 
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going, and preach and keep preaching the Gospel, that 
signs would become their constant companions, closely 
following them wherever they went.

Personally guaranteed by Jesus, these supernatural signs 
would consistently authenticate their life and message 
with Kingdom power whenever they put their faith into 
action. And the first sign He promised was, “In My Name 
they will cast out demons...”

1. THEY WILL CAST OUT DEMONS (v.17)

• ‘cast out’ – This is the Greek word, “ekballo” which 
means to throw out, to drive out, or to evict someone 
from a place. Historically it was used to describe a 
nation that forcibly removed its enemies out from 
within its borders.

An eviction is neither an invitation nor suggestion 
to vacate a premise. Instead, it is court-ordered that 
mandates compliance.

• ‘demons’ – This is the Greek word, “daimonion” and is 
always used to reference evil spirits, or the messengers 
and ministers of the devil.

In Jesus’ time, the reality of demons was widely accepted. 
Demons were believed to be the primary cause of most 
natural disasters, and all human suffering including 
physical, emotional and mental illnesses and disorders.

In the following few examples, Jesus broadly confirmed 
this belief by expelling demons with an authoritative 
command:

• Matthew 8:16 - “and he cast out (ekballo) the spirits 
with His word...”

• Matthew 9:34 - “But the Pharisees said, He casts out 
(ekballo) devils...”



• Matthew 10:1 - “And when He had called unto Him His 
twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean 
spirits, to cast them out (ekballo)”

These are the exact signs that Jesus promised would 
follow and authenticate any believer who in faith, 
determined to penetrate the darkness with salvation’s 
gospel.

Along these same lines, in Matthew 16:18b-19 Jesus boldly 
declared to His disciples:

“...I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not 
conquer it. And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, so that whatever is forbidden in Heaven, 
you can, as an authorized representative of Me, forbid 
it on earth as well, knowing that Heaven will back you. 
And, whatever is approved and permitted in Heaven, 
you can, as an authorized representative of Jesus, 
approve and permit it to come to pass on earth, with 
the full confidence that Heaven will back you,” (AMPC-
paraphrased and expanded)

Most Christians today see themselves as mere subjects 
of Heaven, instead of as authorized representatives of 
Jesus. Accordingly, their prayers lack the bold confidence 
of one who’s been given a Kingdom keyring loaded with 
the promises of God, that grant them spiritual access into 
circumstances and situations where evil influences need 
to be evicted, and God’s promised blessings invoked.

Although some confrontations can be demonstratively 
difficult, most demonic evictions, and initiated blessings, 
happen as Matthew 8:16 describes - “...with a word.”

Application: As a born again believer, why not put your 
faith into action like Jesus did? When you encounter 
spiritual resistance, declaring something like, “In the 
Name of Jesus, I command you to stop this harassment 
forever, and instead I invite the Lordship of Jesus to rule” is 
usually sufficient to drive an evil influence out of a person’s 
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life and circumstance.

Remember, if you want God’s power to faithfully follow 
you, authenticating His presence in your life, you must 
constantly put your faith into action for it to happen. 
The number of signs that follow you is fundamentally 
proportional to how consistent you are in actively 
believing for them!

Key Takeaways to Remember

• The number of believers who actively engage the Great 
Commission is so few that some scholars sadly refer to 
it as “The Great Omission!”

• Jesus is relentless in His quest to reach the world with 
His good news of salvation, urging His followers to: 
Go, and keep going; preach, and keep preaching the 
gospel to everyone, everywhere.

• Answering Jesus’ call requires a weekly, daily, hourly 
decision to get up and get to work building His 
Kingdom!

• As official representatives of Heaven, believers are 
commanded to herald the good news of salvation.

• While believers can’t actually save anyone, the power 
of the Gospel message inevitably yields supernatural 
results.

• Sometimes supernatural signs will be noticeable and 
happen quickly; On other occasions, they appear 
subtly, over a period of time. Regardless, the number 
of signs that follow you will be proportional to how 
consistent you are in actively believing for them!

• Jesus has formally empowered believers to stand in His 
place on earth, and in His Name, declare His message, 
act on His behalf, and operate in the authority He has 
vested in them as His certified agents.



• When encountering spiritual resistance, a believer 
should stand in faith declaring, “In the Name of Jesus, 
I command you to stop this harassment forever, and 
instead I invite the Lordship of Jesus to rule.” Doing so 
is usually sufficient to drive an evil influence out of a 
person’s life and circumstance.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Would you consider yourself more active in the 
Great Commission or the Great Omission? Why do 
you believe you represent the one you chose? What 
past experiences (if any) do you have with Great 
Commission activities? Do you believe these play a 
part in where you are now?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

2. Do you see yourself as a mere subject of Heaven, or as 
an authorized representative of Jesus Christ? Do you 
regularly put your faith into action? If so, in what ways? 
If not, why not? Can you think of any specific belief or 
past experience that has shaped your thinking in this 
area? Has this teaching affirmed or challenged that 
view?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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3. Were you surprised to learn that supernatural 
signs are proportional to how consistent you are in 
actively believing for them? Does this insight validate 
or challenge the number of signs that you are 
experiencing? Now that you understand this truth, will 
anything change in how you live out your faith? If so, 
what and why? If not, why not?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________

4. If you think about your prayer life overall, would you say 
that you are spiritually bold and confident, or frail and 
uncertain? Why do you see yourself in whichever way 
you have chosen? Have you ever invoked the name of 
Jesus to cast out a demon? If so, do you feel that Jesus 
authenticated your prayer with supernatural results? If 
so, how so? If not, why not?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 



Going Deeper
Discipleship Week 10

1. Did I engage in church community this week (In person 
gathering or online)?  

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

2. Did I engage in this week’s teaching and study notes 
(completed notes and reflection questions)? 

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

3. Did I memorize this week’s key scripture (Mark 16:15)?

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

4. Did I spend personal devotion time with God in prayer, 
scripture reading, and journaling four days or more this 
week? 

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

5. On a scale of 1-5 how would I rate my having guarded 
my heart (eyes, ears, thoughts, words) from anything 
that would hinder God’s Word from taking root in my 
life?

    1   2   3   4   5    Other: ___________________________________

_________________________________________________________

6. Have I either talked to, or met with my accountability 
partner this week?

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________
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They Will Speak With New Tongues
Week 11

Key Scripture: “And these signs will follow those who 
believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will 
speak with new tongues” – Mark 16:17 NKJV

Teaching Notes

In Workbook 2 Lesson 8, we pressed through theological 
confusion and denominational controversy to answer six 
clarifying questions about speaking in tongues.

In this study we look at the various purposes and uses 
of this second sign that Jesus promised would follow 
believers.

They Will Speak With New Tongues

As seen in Mark 16:17, the next supernatural sign that Jesus 
promised was that, “they will speak with new tongues...”

• ‘they will speak’ – This is the Greek word, “laleo’’ which 
means to verbally declare one’s thoughts and mind. 
Also, here laleo is in the indicative tense representing a 
statement of fact.

• ‘with new’ – This is the Greek word, “kainos’’ which 
describes something that is brand new, and carries the 
idea of something that is superior.

• ‘tongues’ – This Greek word, “glossa’’ refers to a 
language or dialect used by a particular people, 
distinct from that of other peoples.

As stated in Lesson 8 (See Workbook 2), scriptures teach 
that speaking in tongues is the supernatural ability 
to pray, praise, and prophesy using languages both 
human or heavenly that were never learned, and are not 
understood by the person speaking. Here, this promise 
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that believers “would speak with new tongues” is written 
as a statement of fact to “...those who believe.” (Mark 16:17).

Various Purposes and Uses of Tongues

The Apostle Paul affirms this gift in 1 Corinthians 12:10 & 28 
by referring to “...different kinds of tongues” (v.10), and “...
varieties of tongues”(v.28).

• ‘different/varieties’ – Both of these words are the 
Greek word, “genus’’ from which we get the English 
word, “genera” meaning various classifications, 
categories, types or groupings.

Additionally, in 1 Corinthians 13:1, Paul references “tongues 
of men and angels,” revealing two categorical possibilities 
of speaking in tongues.

Summation: Understanding that there are two categories, 
and a variety of potential uses for tongues, we are now 
able to identify at least three main purposes and four ways 
that tongues are used in the New Testament.

Three Purposes of Tongues

1. Personal communion with God – Covered more 
thoroughly in Lesson 8/Question 6 (See Workbook 2), 
the following few references highlight the intimate 
nature of the believer’s private prayer language.

• 1 Corinthians 14:2 and 4a NKJV – “For he who speaks 
in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no 
one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks 
mysteries...4a He who speaks in a tongue edifies 
himself.”

• 1 Corinthians 14:14 NKJV – “For if I pray in a tongue, 
my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.”

• Rom 8:26 NKJV– “Likewise the Spirit also helps in 
our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should 



pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered.”

Whether being refreshed for a new day or engaged in 
a spiritual battle, speaking in tongues provides a direct 
connection to the Holy Spirit that energizes our spirit and 
sharpens our spiritual senses to move forward in faith.

2. The Corporate Gift of Different Kinds of Tongues

Different from one’s personal communion with God, the 
corporate gift of tongues, referenced as “different kinds of 
tongues,” when combined with its companion gift, “the 
interpretation of tongues,” yields the same result as the 
gift of prophecy.*

*For additional study on the corporate gift of tongues, see 
Appendix 4 in the back of this workbook.

3. A Sign to the Unbeliever – There are at least two ways 
that tongues can be a sign to unbelievers:

• The first happens if any unbelievers are present 
in the church when a message in tongues and its 
interpretation is given. Like the saints, their attention 
will also be captured and hearts softened by the 
prophetic result once the interpretation is given.

• The second way tongues can be a sign to the believer 
is through miraculous communication like we see 
recorded in Acts Chapter 2. On the Day of Pentecost, 
unbelievers rushed into the streets in response to the 
sound of the Holy Spirit’s arrival (Acts 2:2,6).

Once, outside, they were then captivated by Galileans, 
known as uneducated, unrefined, common people, 
“speaking the wonderful works of God,” not in Aramaic 
which was the native tongue of Galileans, but in the 
languages of those that had come to Jerusalem from the 
various surrounding geographies (Acts 2:6-8, 11b).
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This same type of communication miracle is one of the 
things that the apostle Paul is referencing in 1 Corinthians 
14:22 when, in connection to the usage of the gift of 
different kinds of tongues followed by the interpretation of 
tongues in a corporate setting, he said, “...tongues are for a 
sign, not to those who believe, but to unbelievers.”

Although these companion gifts do not seem to be used 
in this miraculous fashion as frequently in the church 
today, three things are important to keep in mind:

• The gift of different kinds of tongues along with the 
interpretation of tongues is a part of the Holy Spirit’s 
gift listing in 1 Corinthians 12, and is therefore His to use 
as He chooses.

• This gift of different kinds of tongues in its broadest 
sense, was first promised by Jesus in the Great 
Commission, to equip the believer to – “Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel.” (Mark 16:15-17)

This miraculous use of this gift still operates today, 
especially in settings where language barriers are a 
hindrance to the gospel message being heard.*

*For additional study of Tongues, A Sign to the Unbeliever, 
see Appendix 4 in the back of this workbook.

Various Uses of Tongues

In Ephesians 6:18, the Apostle Paul includes “praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,” as 
part of the believer’s spiritual battle plan.

• ‘all’ – This is the Greek word “pas” which references the 
use of anything and everything available.

Since we’ve already established that there are “different 
kinds of tongues” (1 Corinthians 12:10 and 28), and that 
one of the uses of tongues is prayer (1 Corinthians 14:14), 
we can now draw from the correlation between tongues 



and prayer in scripture to understand some of the ways 
speaking in tongues is used:

Four Scriptural Uses of Tongues

1. Praise – In Psalm 149:6 David foreshadowed the 
Ephesians 6:18 connection between the power of 
praise and spiritual warfare when he writes, “Let the 
high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-
edged sword in their hand.” (NKJV)

While there is no evidence suggesting this verse is an 
Old Testament reference to tongues, the New Testament 
amply affirms both the personal and public use of 
tongues as one of the highest forms of prayer and praise.

A few examples of praising in tongues:

• Acts 2:11b NKJV– “...we hear them speaking in our own 
tongues the wonderful works of God.”

• Acts 10:46a NKJV – “For they heard them speak with 
tongues and magnify God.”

• I Cor 14:15 NKJV – “What is the conclusion then? I 
will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the 
understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also 
sing with the understanding.”

• ‘pray’ – This is the Greek word, “proseuchomai’’ which 
pictures a person who positions himself as close as he 
can to God, in order to know His heart. Then, once he 
has a sense of the Holy Spirit’s leading, he confidently 
engages in appropriate conversation.

Paul also uses proseuchomai in Ephesians 6:18 to 
encourage believers to engage every type of prayer in this 
intimate manner.

• ‘sing’ – This is the Greek word, “psallo’’ used 5 times in 
the New Testament, always referring to the singing of a 
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hymn or celebratory praise to God through song.

Application: Whether worshipping privately, or edifying 
the church through tongues and interpretation, using 
tongues to extend our praise beyond the limits of our 
natural mind or human vocabulary is a profound benefit 
of this divine gift.

When you speak in tongues, you can choose to move back 
and forth from praising in English to praising tongues 
anytime you want. Or there may be times when you 
sense the Holy Spirit leading you one way, or the other. 
Regardless of the motivation, praising in tongues will 
allow your praise to rise higher, delve deeper, and connect 
with God more intimately than you could through natural 
means alone.

2. Intercession – Although Spirit-filled scholars are 
divided over Romans 8:26 as an exclusive reference 
to speaking in tongues, all of them agree that a 
significant connection can be seen in their similar 
descriptions. 

Romans 8:26 NLT – “And the Holy Spirit helps us with 
our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God 
wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with 
groanings that cannot be expressed in words.”

• ‘helps us’ -This term is a compound Greek word, 
“synantilabanomai” that literally means to take hold 
of something with another person; or to partner with 
someone in an endeavor.

• ‘weakness’ – This is the Greek word, “asthenia’’ which 
references both a struggle and one’s inability to handle 
the struggle.

• ‘prays for us’ - This is the Greek word, 
“hyperentygchano” which here, pictures the Holy 
Spirit literally stepping into the middle of our current 
situation.
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• ‘groanings’– This is the Greek word, “stenagmos” - 
a very unusual term that means to aspirate using 
guttural sounds from the depths of one’s inner self.

• ‘expressed in words’ – This is the Greek word, 
“alagetos” which refers to something that cannot be 
translated with, or articulated directly, in a known 
language

An expanded translation of this verse might read:

“The Holy Spirit, Himself, literally steps into partnership 
with us when we are completely overwhelmed by our 
current situation, activating supernatural power for us, 
by drawing from the depths of His heart to inspire our 
spiritual language with spiritual words so far beyond 
human expression, that only God can understand.”

Application: Because this same supernaturally-assisted 
intercessory prayer applies when praying for another 
person or situation, believers never need to feel limited.

Whenever your mind is cluttered by circumstances, pray 
in tongues! If you lack information or understanding in 
an area, pray in tongues! If you feel internally troubled 
about something or someone, pray in tongues! And, each 
time you do, be confident that the Holy Spirit will partner 
with your prayer assuring you perfect and powerful 
intercession.

Support Scriptures: Ephesians 2:18; 6:18; Philippians 4:6; I 
Corinthians 14:2, 14

3. Rebuke – Another use of tongues, both private and 
public is in the form of a rebuke. Borrowing from the 
correlation between prayer and tongues, on numerous 
occasions in the gospel we see Jesus rebuking a 
situation.

Here are two examples:



• Jesus rebukes a fever: Luke 4:38-39 NKJV – “Now He 
arose from the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. 
But Simon’s wife’s mother was sick with a high fever, 
and they made request of Him concerning her. So He 
stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. 
And immediately she arose and served them.”

• Jesus rebukes wind: Mark 4:37-41 NKJV – “And a great 
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, 
so that it was already filling. But He was in the stern, 
asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to 
Him “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” 
Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the 
sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there 
was a great calm.”

• ‘rebuked’ - In both examples, the Greek word used is 
“epitimeo” which means to verbally assault, reprimand, 
reprove, or to humiliate someone regarding an action 
or perspective.

This is important to understand as it helps us recognize 
two things:

• Scripture does not teach us to rebuke things or 
situations. Instead, a rebuke is issued when discerning 
a person or personality is behind what is happening.

• Wisdom is required before issuing a rebuke. In each of 
the above cases, Jesus’ rebuke addressed the problem 
differently:

In Luke 4:39, Jesus apparently recognized a spirit of 
infirmity at work, and directly “rebuked the fever and 
[once He did] it left her.”

However, in Mark 4 where the waves were filling the boat, 
Jesus, discerning an evil force behind this storm, ignored 
the waves and “rebuked (humiliated the spirit behind) the 
wind.” (vs 39a)
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Having established spiritual authority, Jesus then turned 
to the waves and said, “Peace, be still,” and the sea was 
immediately restored to a calm state. (vs 39)

• “Peace, be still!” – This phrase comes from the Greek 
words, “siopao phimoo” which literally means to be 
silent, close your mouth, or be muzzled.

However, when adding cultural and tonal nuance, some 
scholars feel a more accurate translation would be: “Jesus 
turned to the sea and said, Shhhhhh! And the wind 
ceased and there was a great calm.”

Acknowledging this shows both the spiritual authority 
that validates rebuke in prayer, as well as the use of in- 
articulate communication such as tongues.

Application: There are times, both privately and publicly 
(although its public use seems less common), when the 
indignation of the Holy Spirit rises within us as we are 
speaking in tongues.

Although our mind may not understand what is 
happening, our spirit becomes aware that we are 
confronting an evil force. When this happens, do not 
constrain the Spirit’s forceful tone. Instead, remain 
submitted to Him, continuing to speak in tongues, 
knowing that peace will be reestablished shortly.

Supporting Scriptures: Zechariah 4:6b-7a; Mark 11:22b-23; 
Romans 16:20

4. Exhortation - In I Corinthians 14:4 the Apostle 
Paul includes exhortation as one of three benefits 
of prophecy. Because the gift of different kinds of 
tongues combined with the interpretation of tongues 
brings the same results as prophecy, one can logically 
conclude that exhortation is a fourth benefit of 
tongues (v.27-31).

I Corinthians 14:3-4 NKJV - “But he who prophesies



speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to
men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he 
who prophesies edifies the church.”

• ‘edification’ – This is the Greek word, “oikodome” 
which literally refers to the building of a house, 
but figuratively means to confirm, strengthen, or 
embolden someone in their personhood. Simply put - 
to build up!

Verse 4 directly connects tongues to the building up of 
our spirit.

Jude (believed to be the half-brother of Jesus), also 
confirms this when he writes, “But you, beloved, building 
(oikodome) yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Spirit” (Jude 1:20 NKJV).

• ‘exhortation’ – This Greek word, “paraklesis” comes 
from the root word, “parakaleo” a compound that 
refers to a stirring address, persuasive discourse, or 
strength-ening message. Simply put – To stir up!

• ‘comfort’ – This Greek word, “paramythia” (only used 
this one time) denotes a personal encouragement 
given by someone close. Simply put – To be cheered 
up!

Acts 9:31 NKJV –“Then the churches throughout all 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified 
(oikodomeo). And walking in the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort (paraklesis) of the Holy Spirit, they were 
multiplied.”

Whereas Paul uses paramythia to focus on the Holy Spirit
bringing a comforting message (1 Corinthians 14:4), Luke 
uses paraklesis (Acts 9:31) to emphasize the comfort that 
came through the Holy Spirit’s messenger.

Jesus ties all of this together in John 14 by referencing the 
Holy Spirit as the Comforter (parakletos) who would come 
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to teach and remind us of all things, in order to build us 
up, stir us up, and cheer us up.

• John 14:26 KJV – “But the Comforter (parakletos), 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all 

Whether using tongues for personal prayer, or 
participating in tongues and interpretation in a corporate 
gathering, tongues create a line of communication for the 
Holy Spirit to build you up, stir you up, and cheer you up.

It’s no wonder that Jesus included this powerful sign as 
authentication of those who believe. (Mark 16:17)

Key Takeaways to Remember

• In His Great Commission charge, Jesus issued a 
statement of fact in promising those who believed that 
they would speak with new tongues.

• According to scripture there are two categories of 
tongues - human and heavenly.

• Scripture shows at least three different purposes for 
speaking in tongues – personal, corporate, a sign for 
unbelievers.

• At least four uses of tongues can be gleaned 
from scripture – praise, intercession, rebuke, and 
exhortation.

• Specifically mentioned in 1 Corinthians 14:15, praising 
in tongues allows the believer to worship at a level 
otherwise unavailable.

• At least four uses of tongues can be gleaned 
from scripture – Praise, Intercession, Rebuke, and 
Exhortation.

• Specifically mentioned in 1 Corinthians 14:15, praising 



in tongues allows the believer to worship at a level 
otherwise unavailable.

• Romans 8:26 details intercession in tongues, promising 
perfect and powerful prayer through personal help 
from the Holy Spirit.

• Scripture does not teach us to rebuke things or 
situations unless one discerns that a person or 
personality is behind what is happening. When we do, 
the indignation of the Holy Spirit will rise within us as 
we are speaking in tongues, addressing the situation, 
and instructing us on how to restore peace.

• Because the gift of different kinds of tongues 
combined with the interpretation of tongues brings 
the same results as prophecy, one can logically 
conclude that exhortation is a fourth benefit of 
tongues.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Were you surprised to learn that Jesus’ promise that 
those who believe would speak in new tongues was a 
statement of fact? How does that insight impact you? 
Positively? Negatively? Neither? Why?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________
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2. Do you speak in tongues? If not, are you in a process of 
learning and considering, or do you feel like something 
is hindering you from experiencing this gift?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________

3. If you do speak in tongues, have you participated in all 
three purposes for tongues – personal communion; 
corporate tongues and interpretation; sign to the 
unbeliever? If not, are you resistant to any of them, or 
simply in a process of learning and considering?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________

4. Were any of the four uses of tongues – praise, 
intercession, rebuke, and exhortation new to you? If 
so, which ones? If not, have you experienced all four? 
If not, which ones have you experienced, and how did 
they benefit you? Does seeing the potential benefit of 
the others encourage you to lean in? If not, why not?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Going Deeper
Discipleship Week 11

1. Did I engage in church community this week (In person 
gathering or online)?  

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

2. Did I engage in this week’s teaching and study notes 
(completed notes and reflection questions)? 

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

3. Did I memorize this week’s key scripture (Mark 16:17 )?

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

4. Did I spend personal devotion time with God in prayer, 
scripture reading, and journaling four days or more this 
week? 

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

5. On a scale of 1-5 how would I rate my having guarded 
my heart (eyes, ears, thoughts, words) from anything 
that would hinder God’s Word from taking root in my 
life?

    1   2   3   4   5    Other: ___________________________________

_________________________________________________________

6. Have I either talked to, or met with my accountability 
partner this week?

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________
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Walking in Protection, and Ministering Healing
Week 12

Key Scripture: “They will take up serpents; and if they 
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they 
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

-Mark 16:18 

Teaching Notes

Although some of the challenges that believers in the 
New Testament faced do not apply today, taking the 
Gospel to everyone, everywhere, can still be hazardous. 
Dangerous travels, unstable politics, volatile cultures, 
harmful pandemics, and unsanitary conditions are just a 
few of the contemporary risks one might face.

If we allow fear to grip us, we will either fail to launch out, 
or get into trouble once we do. However, if we believe and 
declare that God’s protection is ours, and His signs will 
follow, His promises will be activated in our life, and we will 
become carriers of His supernatural power to others!

In this study, we will examine the final three signs that 
Jesus promised would follow believers who believed – 
“they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything 
deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands 
on the sick, and they will recover.”

They Will Take Up Serpents

As seen in Mark 16:18, the next supernatural sign that 
Jesus promised was that, “...they will take up serpents.”

While a few extreme churches have taken this literally, 
handling venomous snakes in their services as a way to 
authenticate God’s supernatural power in their lives, this 
kind of reckless practice could not be farther from what 
Jesus meant.



• They will take up’ - This is the Greek word, “airo” which 
means to deliberately lift or to deliberately take up.

This is where some misguided believers believe that 
real faith requires the intentional handling of venomous 
snakes. However, further study will confirm otherwise.

• ‘serpents’ - This is the Greek word, “ophis” which 
was used to depict actual snakes, as well as the 
metaphorical reference for the devil.

In the New Testament times, snakes were considered 
to be very dangerous creatures. Those living outside 
of larger cities, or who traveled often were especially 
fearful because the road system at that time was very 
undeveloped, often requiring people to blaze their own 
trails to remote towns, or to get to another city.

As they carved these trails, poisonous snakes hiding in 
the rocks, under bushes or in tall grasses frequently bit 
travelers, causing extreme illness and premature death. 
Acknowledging this danger, Jesus promises those who 
join His Great Commission divine protection during 
travels.

Protected From Danger

In Luke 10, Jesus is seen sending His disciples out to begin 
bringing in the great harvest of souls with a warning: 
“Behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.” (v. 3)

However, later in the passage, Jesus adds a powerful 
promise to their commission when He said, “Behold, I give 
unto you authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you.” (v.19)

Aligned with Mark 16, this supernatural guarantee not only 
promised them divine protection against actual serpents 
and scorpions, but also included protection over anything 
else the enemy might use to try and hurt them.
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An example of this can be found in Act 28:3-6 where the 
apostle Paul is bitten by a deadly snake, yet walked away 
unharmed.

Application: Understanding what Jesus actually meant, 
let’s acknowledge that this has nothing to do with passing 
snakes around in church! This behavior, regardless of 
how sincere, is foolishness and presumption. Jesus never 
intended for us to deliberately endanger ourselves! (See 
Matthew 4:7)

What He did intend is for us to recognize His 
authenticating guarantee for any believer who believes 
is that anytime we go anywhere carrying the Gospel in 
Jesus’ Name, God’s power will protect us!

Instead of deadly reptiles, our concern might be 
dangerous travels, unstable politics, hazardous 
pandemics, or volatile cultures. Again, if we allow fear to 
grip us, we will likely get into trouble. But, if we go and 
believe and declare that God’s protection is ours, this 
promise will be activated in our lives!

If They Drink Anything Deadly, It Will Not Hurt Them

The next supernatural sign that Jesus promised is, “...
if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt 
them.”

Along with passing around snakes, many of those extreme 
churches mentioned earlier also drink small amounts 
of harmful poisons to demonstrate God’s supernatural 
power over their lives. More than His divine protection, this 
type of demonstration seems to validate the mercy of God 
in not letting more people die because of their ignorance 
to the scripture.

What Jesus actually promised was, “If they drink anything 
deadly, it will by no means hurt them” not “when they 
drink anything deadly.” (Mark 16:18b)
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• ‘If they drink’–This phrase is the Greek phrase, “kan 
pino”.

Pino usually references drinking something, but also 
includes the consumption of some kind of food.

Kan, a conditional participle, means “If you happen 
to do this,” as opposed to, ‘Try this and see what 
happens.”

• ‘anything’ – This is the Greek word, “tis.”  It literally 
means anything.

• ‘deadly’ – This is the Greek word, “thanasimos” which is 
a derivative of the word, “thanatos” which is the Greek 
word for death. However, the word used here in Mark 
16:18 describes something that is deadly or fatal.

These 5 words so far definitively confirm that Jesus was 
referring to any consumable that is fatal. In fact, this part 
of the verse could be translated, “and if they consume 
anything that would normally be fatal....”

•  ‘it will by no means’ – This phrase uses the Greek 
words, “ou me,” two negative particles that when 
combined (as shown here) intensify a canceling 
posture signifying: No way, not at all, in no wise, by no 
means, absolutely not!

• ‘hurt’ – This is the Greek word, “blapto” which means to 
weaken, disable, harm, or injure. It depicts something 
that may not be powerful enough to kill, but is strong 
enough to make one very ill.

Because the word, “thanasimos” (“deadly thing”) is also 
used earlier in this verse, it tells us that Jesus meant this: 
“and if they consume anything that would normally be 
fatal, or anything that would usually make a person sick, 
it will have absolutely no effect upon them...”
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• ‘them’ – This is the Greek word, “autos” which identifies 
those specific believers to whom Jesus was making 
this promise.

Again, it’s important to remember that Jesus was 
speaking to followers whom He was sending out into the 
world. To fulfill this assignment, they would be required to 
eat foods that their digestive tracts had never processed 
before.

Furthermore, some of their journeys into pagan lands 
would require them to eat foods they previously 
considered to be dirty or unclean, or worse – the food itself 
might actually be unclean, contaminated by bacteria, 
parasites, or some other harmful contaminant.

Application: Understanding this assures us that Jesus 
wasn’t encouraging His disciples or us to deliberately 
ingest poison, nor to abandon cautionary practices 
when venturing into foreign regions. Rather, He was 
guaranteeing them and us of another facet of divine 
protection for those taking the gospel to the world.

That understood, don’t shy away from opportunities to 
spread God’s Word beyond your home base. Go anywhere 
and everywhere the Holy Spirit gives opportunity. Before 
you sit down to eat, take a moment to bless what you 
are about to consume. Declare it sanctified by faith, and 
speak nutrition and health into it, believing that nothing 
negative will happen to you as you eat and drink it!

They Will Lay Hands on The Sick, and They Will 
Recover

Not only did Jesus promise to authenticate the lives of 
those who proclaimed the Gospel with supernatural 
protection, He also promised that, “they will lay hands on 
the sick, and they will recover.”

• ‘they will lay hands’ – This phrase is the Greek word, 
“epitithmi” which means to place upon, or to lay upon.
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This is the same word used in Luke 4 to describe an event 
during which Jesus placed His hands upon sick people.

• Luke 4:40 NKJV – “When the sun was setting, all 
those who had any that were sick with various 
diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands 
on every one of them and healed them.”

That evening people brought to Jesus “any that were 
sick with various diseases.” This tells us that those who 
were brought to Jesus had a wide range of conditions 
and severity. However, regardless of their condition, Jesus 
laid His hands upon each and every one of them, and He 
healed them.

Here, Jesus gave a prophetic example of how His disciples, 
including us, would lay hands on anyone who was sick, 
regardless of their disease or severity, even to the point of 
being terminally ill - and see them restored back to health 
as a result of their obedience.

• ‘the sick’ – This is the Greek word, “arrostos” which 
gives the image of a person so weak and sick that 
he has become critically ill to the point that he is an 
invalid.

Here are a few other examples in scripture:

• Matthew 14:14 NKJV - “And when Jesus went out 
He saw a great multitude; and He was moved 
with compassion for them, and healed their sick 
(arroustos).” (NKJV)

Here, Matthew informs us that Jesus was especially drawn 
to those who were so weak that they were considered 
invalids. With love and gentle care, He would lay His hands 
on them, and heal them.

• Mark 6:5 NKJV– “Now He could do no mighty work 
there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick 
people (arroustos) and healed them.”
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Many presume that these were minor ailments, but the 
word arroustos tells us emphatically that these were 
critically-ill individuals.

• Mark 6:13 NKJV - “And they cast out many demons, 
and anointed with oil many who were sick (arroustos), 
and healed them.”

Shortly after healing these few critically-ill people, Jesus 
sent His disciples out to do the same. And as they stepped 
out in faith, laying their hands on those who were ill, 
believing and declaring healing, these frail individuals 
were healed.

• ‘they will’ - This is the Greek word, “echo” which means 
to have or to possess. However, the tense used in this 
verse doesn’t picture something that is instantaneous, 
but rather something that occurs progressively.

• ‘recover’ – This is the Greek word, “kalos” which in 
this case means to be well, to be healthy, or to be in 
good shape. This word doesn’t speak of instantaneous 
healing either.

If we take the words “they will” (echo), together with the 
word “recover” (kalos), this portion of the verse could be 
translated:

“...they shall progressively feel themselves getting better 
and better, until finally they are well and healthy.”

IMPORTANT: This lets us know that all healings do not 
occur instantly. Many take place over a period of time.

Application: Many Christians are afraid to lay hands on 
someone, and pray for healing. While there might be 
multiple reasons for their fear, Jesus’ promise is simple 
and clear for those willing to believe.

If we follow His example, laying our hands on the sick, 
believing and praying in faith, just like medicine slowly 
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works to reverse a medical condition, the power of God 
will be deposited into the sick person’s body, and will 
progressively bring that person back into a state of health 
and well being.*

*For more on the laying on of hands and healing, see 
Appendix 5 in the back of this Workbook

CONCLUSION: Supernatural signs are...supernatural! That 
means they require faith to activate them. Yet, Jesus was 
adamant both in His instruction and His promise that 
supernatural signs play a significant role in spreading the 
gospel to the world by authenticating the power of God in 
the life of any believer who will step out in obedient faith.

Support Scriptures: Matthew 9:35; Acts 10:38; Romans 
15:18-19; 1 Corinthians 2:4-5; 1 Thessalonians 1:5
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Key Takeaways to Remember

• Although taking the Gospel to everyone, everywhere 
can be hazardous, if we allow fear to grip us, we will 
either fail to launch out, or get into trouble once we do.

• The Great Commission commands believers to go and 
preach the gospel, believing and declaring that God’s 
protection is ours, and His signs will follow.

• Jesus’ promise that believers “will take up serpents” is 
a supernatural guarantee of divine protection against 
actual serpents, and anything else the enemy might 
use to try and hurt them.

• Jesus promised believers who engage the Great 
Commission that, if they consume anything that would 
normally be fatal or anything that would usually make 
a person sick, it would have absolutely no effect upon 
them.

• If we lay our hands on the sick, believing and praying 
for them in faith, Jesus promised the power of God 
will be deposited into the sick person’s body, and will 
progressively bring them back into a state of health 
and wellbeing.

• Supernatural signs are...supernatural! That means they 
require faith to activate them.



52

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Would you consider yourself to be actively engaged 
in the Great Commission? If so, in what ways? If not, 
why not? What supernatural signs authenticate God’s 
power in your life?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

2. Did the study on Jesus’ promise that believers would 
take up serpents (actual or metaphorical) reveal 
anything new? If so, what? If not, were there any parts 
that you disagreed with? If so, what? Regardless of 
your earlier responses, how do you see this promise 
relating to your life as a Christian?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________

3. How did the study about Jesus promise that, “If they 
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them” 
not “when they drank anything deadly” affect you? Do 
you believe this applies to what you consume in your 
everyday life? If not, why not? Do you believe it can 
apply to a pandemic? If not, why not?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________
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4. Did you learn anything new in studying Jesus’ promise 
that, “they will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover?” If so, what? Do you lay hands on people and 
pray for healing now? If not, why not? Was it surprising 
to learn that many times supernatural healing is 
progressive? Does knowing this encourage you to 
believe in healing? If not, why not?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Going Deeper
Discipleship Week 12

1. Did I engage in church community this week (In person 
gathering or online)?  

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

2. Did I engage in this week’s teaching and study notes 
(completed notes and reflection questions)? 

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

3. Did I memorize this week’s key scripture (Mark 16:18 )?

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

4. Did I spend personal devotion time with God in prayer, 
scripture reading, and journaling four days or more this 
week? 

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________

5. On a scale of 1-5 how would I rate my having guarded 
my heart (eyes, ears, thoughts, words) from anything 
that would hinder God’s Word from taking root in my 
life?

    1   2   3   4   5    Other: ___________________________________

_________________________________________________________

6. Have I either talked to, or met with my accountability 
partner this week?

    Yes / No   Other: _______________________________________



Appendix 4

What is the Gift of Different Kinds of Tongues?

In 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, the apostle Paul lists nine Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit given for the benefit of the corporate 
body. The final two gifts in that list are “different kinds of 
tongues” (or as they’re often called, “the gift of tongues,” 
or a “message in tongues”), and “the interpretation of 
tongues” (or, “the interpretation”).

According to Paul’s instruction, these two gifts are 
functionally inseparable, meaning that a message in 
tongues should not be given unless an interpretation 
follows after (see 1 Corinthians 14:27-28). However, 
whenever these two are in operation together -tongues 
and interpretation – they yield the same results as another 
gift on Paul’s list, the gift of prophecy.

That established, although the focus of this appendix 
is the corporate gift of different kinds of tongues along 
with its companion the interpretation of tongues, its 
relationship to the gift of prophecy deems it helpful to 
begin there.

The Corporate Gift of Prophecy

Most people hear the word prophecy and automatically 
think it means the foretelling of a future event. However, 
a deeper understanding of this gift reveals that prophecy 
most often refers to a divine message that brings 
constructive insight, strengthening assurance, or comfort. 
Or, as the New King James version puts it in 1 Corinthians 
14:3, “...edification and exhortation and comfort to men.”

While all of the gifts are valuable, prophecy is so important 
in the church that Paul refers back to it numerous times 
throughout 1 Corinthians, chapters 12-14, and ultimately 
says, “Pursue what’s best for everyone, be passionately 
available for the Holy Spirit to use you in operating in the
gifts, but be especially excited when it comes to prophecy 
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(being used to bring a word that will build and encourage 
others.)” – (1 Corinthians 14:1).

The use of the gift of prophecy can look very different 
from regular church. In some churches it regularly 
comes in the middle of a worship service, or even during 
the message. At this point of our spiritual journey at 
Lakeshore, prophecies are regularly given in every one of 
our gatherings, from our Connect Groups (8-10 average) 
to our Worship Nights (100-200). However, on Sunday 
mornings most prophecies come from the platform 
through one of the pastors or an individual that the pastor 
has acknowledged.

On some occasions, a prophecy will be identified as 
such. Other times, something inspired will simply be 
shared during a transition. Regardless of how it comes, 
prophecies are recognized by a deep swell of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence that fills the room – encouraging, 
strengthening and comforting everyone - individually and 
congregationally.

Having looked at the gift of prophecy, let us turn back to 
the focus of this appendix.

Different Kinds of Tongues

As mentioned in Lesson 11 and in the introduction of this 
appendix, this gift of “different kinds of tongues,” is listed 
with a companion gift, the “interpretation of tongues” (1 
Corinthians 27-28), and can refer to two different things, 
with two different primary audiences - the church body, 
and unbelievers.

1. Tongues used for the church body: The primary use 
of “different kinds of tongues” in a church gathering 
requires its companion gift, “the interpretation of 
tongues.” In fact, in 1 Corinthians 14:27-28, the apostle 
Paul is so insistent that these two be used together 
that he says, “If anyone speaks in a tongue...and let 
one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him 
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keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and 
to God.”

For Paul to impose this restriction on this use of tongues 
tells us several things:

First, much like the use of our own words, when yielded 
to the direction of the Holy Spirit, tongues can be used 
to bring a word of prophecy to the church, our personal 
prayer language, when yielded to and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, can be used to bring a message in tongues to the 
church body.

In other words, speaking in tongues used for personal 
devotion and the corporate gift of different kinds of 
tongues are not two different gifts of tongues - only 
separate uses of the same gift of speaking in tongues. 
That’s why Paul says, if no interpretation can be given, 
then speaking in tongues should remain as personal 
worship.

Second, although the Holy Spirit chooses whether or not 
to inspire a message in tongues, He does not regulate 
speaking in tongues for our personal use. If He did, 
Paul would not put the responsibility on the believer to 
determine if a message in tongues should be given or 
held back for personal prayer and praise.

Thirdly, when the Holy Spirit chooses to inspire tongues to 
address the church body, it is called a message in tongues, 
and (as previously pointed out) requires an interpretation 
of those tongues to follow.

The interpretation of tongues – The gift of interpretation 
of tongues is not translation of tongues. That is, it’s not 
that the person bringing the interpretation of tongues 
understands and can readily translate all human or 
heavenly dialects. Instead, the gift of interpretation, much 
like prophecy, is an inspired message based on a sense of 
what the Holy Spirit is saying to the church through the 
message in tongues that was just given.
57
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This is why these gifts are companions. If there is no 
message in tongues, then the gift of interpretation of 
tongues cannot operate. And if there is no one to exercise 
the gift of interpretation, then the message in tongues 
should be withheld.

Paul does not forbid the person giving a message in 
tongues from also bringing the interpretation if they have 
the faith to do so. However, this seems to be the exception, 
and not the rule.

Finally, as previously stated, when a message in tongues 
is combined with its companion gift, “the interpretation 
of tongues,” they yield the same result as the gift of 
prophecy – to edify, exhort and comfort the church (1 
Corinthians 14:3-4).

Why are these companion gifts necessary?

Understanding how these two companion gifts work 
together begs the question, why are they needed? Why 
doesn’t the Holy Spirit simply speak to the church through 
a prophetic utterance?

Although not definitively taught in the New Testament, 
insights gleaned from scripture seem to offer the 
following possibilities:

• Interdependence of the Corporate Body – While the 
Holy Spirit can and does speak prophetically through 
individuals, using the combination of tongues and 
interpretation allows a greater number of individuals 
to participate, creating more interdependence in the 
body. (Support Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 14:5, 13, 27-30).

• Arrest attention of those gathered – When those 
on the Day of Pentecost were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in tongues it: captured the 
attention of those newly-filled believers through the 
intoxicating work of the Spirit (Acts 2:4, 13,15); and 
captivated those that had heard God’s works being 
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proclaimed in their own language, thus readying their 
hearts to receive the gospel message (Acts 2:2,6,12-14).

In the same way, whenever God’s saints are gathered 
together, a message in tongues arrests the attention 
of the church, stirring their faith and heightening their 
expectancy to receive the coming interpretation.

2. Tongues as a sign to the unbeliever: There are 
at least two ways that tongues can be a sign to 
unbelievers.

The first happens if any unbelievers are present in the 
church when a message in tongues and the interpretation 
is given. Like the saints, their attention will also be 
captured, and hearts soften by the prophetic result once 
the interpretation is given.

Some scholars see this softening effect on unbelievers as 
the primary purpose (sign) of tongues and interpretation 
in the church. This belief is more easily understood when 
reading 1 Corinthians 14:21-22 together:

In the law it is written: “With men of other tongues and 
other lips I will speak to this people; And yet, for all that, 
they will not hear Me,” says the Lord. Therefore tongues 
are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers.”

To more fully understand what Paul is saying, one must 
read Isaiah 28:11-12 (where Paul draws his quote), and 
other related passages (Genesis 11:7-9; Deuteronomy 
28:49-50; Jeremiah 5:15; Ezekiel 3:5-6) all of which reference 
God’s judgment. In these passages, we see that God 
initially spoke to His people in their own language by 
the prophets. Yet, when they would not respond to 
His gracious words, He raised up foreign nations who 
spoke with other tongues or different languages to 
communicate in judgment. Forced to comply under their 
rule, Israel’s heart finally softened, and they heard God’s 
message, realizing that they had brought this judgment 
on themselves due to their disobedience.
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So in this Old Testament context, tongues were a sign for 
the unbeliever because God, in judgment, had to speak to 
them in a foreign language in order to get their attention 
and soften their hearts. In a somewhat similar way, the 
apostle Paul draws a correlation here 1 Corinthians 14, that 
God once again will use a foreign language (a message 
in tongues and interpretation) to speak to the unbeliever, 
albeit not in judgment this time, but in grace, in order to 
soften their hearts towards repentance and salvation.

• Another way that tongues are a sign to the unbeliever 
can be seen on the Day of Pentecost where Acts, 
chapter 2 records that unbelievers rushed into the 
streets in response to the sound of the Holy Spirit’s 
arrival. (vs. 2 & 6)

Once, outside, they were then captivated by Galileans, 
known as uneducated, unrefined, common people, 
“speaking the wonderful works of God,” not in Aramaic 
which was the native tongue of Galileans, but in the 
languages of those that had come to Jerusalem from the 
various surrounding geographies (Acts 2:6-8, 11b).

Some scholars use this example of tongues to note an 
exception to the apostle Paul’s rule that an accompanying 
interpretation is required.

One example in the book of Acts that seems to confirm 
this is found in Acts 10 where the apostle Peter is sent 
by the Holy Spirit to the house of Cornelius, a Gentile, to 
bring the message of salvation. Obviously, Peter preaches 
to them in a language that both he and they understood. 
However, the passage goes on to say,

“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. And those of 
the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many 
as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard 
them speak with tongues and magnify God” (Acts 10:44-
46 NKJV).
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Again, scholars note that when the circumcised Jews, 
heard these Gentiles speaking in a language that the 
Gentiles didn’t know, but the Jews did (vs. 46 – “they heard 
them...magnify God”), like the day of Pentecost, there was 
no interpretation needed.

However, others point out that these circumcised Jews 
were most likely not unbelievers, but converts to New 
Testament salvation, thus disqualifying the “tongues as a 
sign for the unbeliever” insight.

While scriptural absolutes may not be difficult to discern, 
stories where God uses this same type of miraculous 
communication continue to surface today.

Here are a few examples:

STORY 1: When I was in Bible college, we had a guest 
lecturer in one of my classes who had been a missionary 
somewhere in Africa. One of the adventures he recalled 
was of a time that he was scheduled to bring the gospel to 
a certain tribe and was promised that a translator would 
meet him there. However, the translator never showed 
up, leaving him unable to communicate with the tribal 
chief who now sat across from him in a hut. Just as he 
was about to call off the meeting, he felt prompted by the 
Holy Spirit to speak in tongues. Feeling he had nothing 
to lose, he did and was surprised when the tribal chief ’s 
eyes brightened, and he responded. Both bewildered 
and encouraged, this missionary continued to speak in 
tongues. And, each time he did, the chief responded.

Some years later, the missionary received word from the 
translator who was supposed to help him on that day. 
The translator told him that, initially the chief was closed 
off to the meeting, and only agreed to avoid being seen 
as inhospitable. However, he was so impressed that this 
missionary knew his language, and was so gracious in 
explaining the gospel, that he later accepted Jesus, and 
was now leading the rest of his tribe to do the same.
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STORY 2: Reverend Derek Prince tells a story that 
happened on a Sunday night service in the church that 
he pastored in London. On this occasion, his youngest 
daughter had brought an unsaved young man from 
Wales to the service, whose native language was Welsh. 
As Pastor Prince was preaching, an elderly man stood up 
and began to deliver a message in tongues. Frustrated 
by what seemed like a breach of biblical protocol, Pastor 
Prince almost interrupted the man, but felt to let him 
finish.

Meanwhile, unbeknownst to Pastor Prince, the young 
man from Wales had leaned over to Pastor Prince’s 
daughter and asked, “Why is that man telling everyone 
about my sins in public?”

After the service, it took a number of the congregation, 
including the elderly man who gave the message quite 
a while to convince this young man from Wales that the 
elder man didn’t know a word of Welsh, didn’t realize he 
was speaking Welsh, nor did he understand anything that 
he said.

Once the young man was convinced, his heart was 
captivated by the Holy Spirit’s effort to reach him, and 
later became born again, and eventually married Pastor 
Prince’s daughter.

STORY 3 – In 2003, I was in a conference in Philadelphia, 
when a message in tongues and interpretation was given. 
This was not unusual for this type of gathering of Spirit-
filled pastors. However, on this occasion, as the body was 
personally worshiping the Lord for the exhortation that 
had just been given, one of the international delegates 
stepped onto the platform.

Once given a microphone, he said, “I just wanted to give 
added credit to the Lord for the message in tongues and 
interpretation that was just given. What most of you 
couldn’t know is that the message in tongues was given 
in perfect Swahili, which is my native tongue. Not only 
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that, it was given in the particular dialect that I speak, 
and the interpretation was completely accurate.”

Of course, the place erupted in praise, and after a few 
moments, he added one final note. He had come to the 
meeting very discouraged, wondering if he should quit 
the ministry. However, God had used this message in 
tongues, given in his own personal dialect, followed by 
a strong and exhorting interpretation, to convince him 
beyond any doubt that he was not alone, for the Holy 
Spirit saw him, knew his heart, and loved him enough to 
speak to him in his own native tongue while in a foreign 
land.

Appendix 5

Foundations of Faith Concerning Healing

The purpose of this document is to highlight three 
fundamental New Testament truths concerning healing. 
It is NOT intended as a complete theology on healing, 
and therefore will undoubtedly leave many questions 
unanswered.

Neither is this a commentary on the gifts of healings or 
the working of miracles as outlined in 1 Corinthians 12, 
although these are mentioned. Instead, the intent of 
this short study is to lay an initial foundation of scriptural 
understanding that authorizes and equips every believer 
with faith to receive divine healing for themselves, and 
effectively minister this gift of grace to others.

Three Fundamental New Testament Truths Concerning 
Healing

When most Christians consider the subject of healing 
in the New Testament, they almost always picture 
the instantaneous miracles of Jesus. With this as their 
paradigm, they then approach divine healing, whether 
they are asking for healing for themselves, being prayed 
for by someone else, or praying for someone else, with 
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the hope that what Jesus demonstrated will be what they 
experience.

However, if an instant miracle or at least an experiential 
difference, or a quick manifestation DOES NOT occur, 
discouragement begins to grip them, followed by 
condemnation, endlessly listing reasons why they don’t 
qualify to receive God’s healing. Eventually, broader 
questions begin forming (some theological, others 
practical), which, if unanswered, promote further 
confusion and eventually give place to unbelief. The result 
is sadly predictable: trusting God for their own healing 
wains, and they become hesitant or stop all together 
praying for anyone to be healed.

Praise the Lord for the promise in Psalm 119:130 – 
“The entrance of your Word gives light, and brings 
understanding to those who need further training.” 
Below, we will look at three fundamental New Testament 
truths that will bring light to some of the shadowy 
misunderstanding around divine healing.

1. Divine Healing Is Included In Salvation.

Isaiah 53 is widely accepted as one of the, if not the, 
premier Old Testament prophecies concerning the 
coming Messiah. While there is so much in this chapter, 
for this study, we will focus on verses 4 and 5 which outline 
salvation’s benefits purchased for us by Jesus’ death on 
the cross.

“Surely He has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; 
Yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and 
afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our 
peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” – 
Isaiah 53:4-5 (NKJV)
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The six words highlighted above offer targeted insight to 
the total redemption that Christ purchased for us.

• The Hebrew words for transgressions and iniquities 
literally refer to wickedness and rebellion, respectively, 
that Jesus took upon Himself.

• The use of the pronoun, our, is emphatic, meaning 
Jesus’ suffering was not due to His own sin, but for the 
sins of humanity.

• The term, peace, refers to the insurmountable breach 
that sin created between fallen man and his Holy God.

By understanding these terms, we confirm the absolute 
forgiveness of sin that Jesus purchased for all of mankind 
through His death on the cross. Using this same approach, 
an examination of the remaining three terms will help 
recognize healing in the atonement.

• The Hebrew words grief and sorrow are specific terms 
for physical affliction.

• Again, the emphatic use of the pronoun identifies 
these conditions as personal to mankind’s experience.

• The words borne and carried not only identify 
completed actions, but are used later in verse 11 to 
prophesy that Christ would “bear their iniquities.”

When read in collective form, as written, Isaiah 53:4-5 
teaches us that, just as forgiveness of sin was purchased 
through Jesus’ death on the cross, so was healing-
physical, mental, emotional and relational. To be 
confident of one (forgiveness) but question the other 
(healing) is both intellectually incongruent, and spiritually 
irresponsible. (More on this in Truth #3 below.)

Some might say, but that’s an Old Testament passage. 
Can we be sure that it is true in the New Testament? 
Adding to the wide acceptance by most scholars of the 
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Messianic accuracy of Isaiah 53, the Apostle Peter both 
affirms and upgrades the truth that forgiveness of sin and 
divine healing were simultaneous purchased at the Cross.

“Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, 
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—
by whose stripes you were healed.” -1 Pet 2:24 (NKJV)

Where Isaiah’s prophecy looks forward to what Christ 
would do, Peter’s declaration in his letter confirms divine 
healing as a settled issue – “by [His] stripes we were 
healed.” However, although God’s Word declares both 
forgiveness of sin and divine healing are established 
benefits of Jesus’ finished work at the cross, neither are 
automatically appropriated. Both eternal salvation and 
temporal healing must be received by faith.

Scriptural Support: Psalm 103:2-3; Proverbs 4:20-22; 
Jeremiah 17:14; Matthew 4:23-25; 8:16-17; 9:35; Mark 2:9-12; 
16:15-18; James 5:14-16

2. Divine Healing Is Primarily A Progressive Process

The gospels do record numerous times where Jesus 
instantly and miraculously healed someone. Also, 1 
Corinthians’ listing of the gifts of healings and working of 
miracles validates this as a reality for us today. A careful 
study of the Greek words used to describe healing in the 
New Testament will help us to more effectively minister 
healing today.

Most of the incidents of healing in the New Testament 
are told in broad, narrative form, describing that a healing 
unfolded, but not giving details of how the healing 
manifested. However, studying the Greek words most 
often used for healing in the New Testament, along with 
a brief description of their meaning and an example of 
their usage in scripture, are extremely helpful to build 
a lens through which other stories can be more clearly 
understood.
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Four Greek New Testament Words Used for Healing

1. Gk/’iaomai’ – This word depicts a sickness that has been 
progressively healed rather than instantaneously healed. 
It depicts a physician who gives medicine to a sick patient 
expecting it to internally and invisibly work to bring about 
results beyond what the natural body could produce on its 
own. Thus, iaomai was often translated throughout Greek 
history as a treatment or cure or remedy.

This word is used 23 times in the Gospels and the book 
of Acts to denote miraculous acts of power that were 
progressive, rather than instantaneous. This unmistakably 
tells us that there are many people who, from the 
moment they are touched by God’s power, begin to 
amend or be cured.

Examples:

• Luke 4:18b NKJV – “...He has sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted...”

• Acts 10:38 NKJV- “...how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who 
went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”

• 1 Pet 2:24 NKJV – “who Himself bore our sins in His 
own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you 
were healed.”

2. Gk/’kalos’ – This word literally means, to be well, to be 
healthy, or to be in good shape. When used in the context 
of New Testament scripture, it most often means to 
progressively feel yourself again, getting better and better, 
until finally you are well and healthy.
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Example:

• Mark 16:18 NKJV - “they will take up serpents; and if
they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt 
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover.”

This lets us know that all healings do not occur instantly. 
Some of them take place over a period of time. However 
Jesus’ promise is if we will obey His instruction and lay 
our hands on the sick, that His invisible yet supernatural 
healing virtue will be deposited into the sick person’s 
body.

From there, just as medicine slowly works to reverse a 
medical condition, the power of God that was deposited 
through faith by the laying on of our hands, will begin to 
attack the source of the sickness, and progressively bring 
that person back into a state of health and well-being.

3. Gk/’therapeuo’ - This old Greek word is the most often 
used for healing in the New Testament. It’s also where we 
get the word therapy, which carries the idea of repeated 
restorative actions, like when a patient visits a physician 
over and over, each time receiving treatment, until the 
desired cure is obtained.

Examples:

• Matt 4:23 NKJV – “And Jesus went about all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all 
kinds of disease among the people.”

• Luke 8:2 NKJV - “...and certain women who had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities—Mary called 
Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons”

This suggests that these certain women had been so 
severely demonized that they had to keep coming back to 
Jesus again and again until finally they were completely 
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freed.

4. Gk/’aphesis’ -This Greek word means, to set free from, 
or to loosen from the long-term, detrimental effects 
of a shattered life. While it is primarily used to convey 
forgiveness of sin, in Luke 4:18 it is used to denote 
emotional or mental healing.

Example:

• Luke 4:18b NKJV – “...He has sent Me to heal (Gk/
iaomai-see above) the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed”

This understanding, once again, confirms the inseparable 
connection between forgiveness of sin and divine healing, 
and strengthens our faith that divine healing covers 
the whole man (physically, mentally emotionally, and 
relationally). It also gives a valid example that ministering 
healing to others includes words of release and freedom 
spoken over them in faith.

3. Like Forgiveness, Healing Always Comes

“It is impossible to boldly claim by faith a blessing which 
we are not sure God offers, because the power of God can 
be claimed only where the will of God is known...Faith 
begins where the will of God is known.” - F.F. Bosworth

Having established the inclusion of both forgiveness of sin 
and divine healing in the atonement (see Truth #1), and 
the primary progressive nature of healing as seen in the 
New Testament (See Truth #2), we must now address the 
issue of our confidence that healing will come every time 
we pray.

While every Christian believes that God can heal anyone, 
many, maybe most, of those same Christians hesitate 
when asked if it’s God’s will to heal everyone. Assuming 
the sections above brought some clarity regarding divine 
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healing, it is next important that we “present ourselves to 
God in... reasonable [logical, rational, intelligent] service.” 
(Romans 12:1)

Based on our short study in Isaiah 53:4-5 and I Peter 
2:24, spiritual logic would conclude that since both 
forgiveness of sin and divine healing are included benefits 
of Jesus’ finished work at the cross, then: If we believe 
that forgiveness of sin is both available and freely given 
to all who ask we must also believe that healing is both 
available and freely given to all who ask as well.

More simply said, if forgiveness always comes when 
someone asks and most Christians believe that it does, 
then healing always comes when we ask as well. Be 
careful when inserting the words, “If it be thy will...” in 
a prayer for healing. Unless you are referring to God’s 
sovereign discretion regarding how He heals, when He 
heals, through what means healing comes, etc., adding 
the spiritually sounding phrase, “If it be thy will...” might be 
a verbal admission of unbelief.

The Bible is clear and consistent: it is as much God’s will to 
heal as it is to forgive and save. We must therefore receive 
and minister healing to others with a confidence that 
says, “I will lay my hands on the sick, praying a faith-filled 
prayer, and healing will come because God promised it 
would.” Healing always comes!

WHY ISN’T EVERYONE HEALED?

One of the biggest arguments against divine healing is: “If 
healing always comes, then why isn’t everyone healed?” 
On the surface, it seems like a valid question. Thus we 
must at least take time to address it.

First, since forgiveness of sin and divine healing are both a 
part of the atoning work of Christ, we should ask the same 
question of forgiveness – Why isn’t everyone who asks 
saved?



71

In Matthew 7, Jesus offers a provocative analogy regarding 
salvation.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say 
to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name and in your name drive out demons and 
in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell 
them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’” – Matthew 7:21-23

While much can be gleaned from this passage, the 
heart of the lesson teaches that Lordship looks past the 
words we speak, and the deeds we perform, to measure 
the genuine commitment of the heart. Said differently, 
hidden things like unconfessed sin, selfish desires, fearful 
thinking, resentment, bitterness (Galatians 5:19-21 reveals 
the list as never ending), complicate, or even block God’s 
ability to provide the very things that have already been 
iven.
 
Next, as we learned above, divine healing primarily comes 
progressively. Because many, maybe most Christians 
don’t understand that biblical truth, when results don’t 
come immediately or within a short period of time, faith is 
often abandoned virtually removing the spiritual conduit 
through which God works.

Finally, holding onto an eternal perspective is crucial. 
Passing from this life is not a consolation prize, but in fact, 
our ultimate reward! Sometimes, God sovereignly decides 
to bring healing, by bringing His child home (Philippians 
1:21).

We must minister healing, even though everyone 
won’t be healed

When reading the book of Genesis, we see that since the 
beginning of time, there have always been factors in life 
that are known only to God.  The enemy tries to use these 



72

unknown aspects to confuse our confidence, and diminish 
our faith. However, God doesn’t hold us responsible for 
what we don’t know.  He holds us responsible for what 
He said.  To see this more clearly, consider the following 
passage [teaching inserts added]. 

Gen 3:1-3 NKJV 
“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of 
the field which the Lord God had made And he said to 
the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden 
[Eve initially corrected the serpent’s misrepresentation 
of what God said;] but of the fruit of the tree which is in 
the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat 
it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” [The ‘no touch’ rule 
is not in the Bible. In fact, Gen 2:15-17 seems to indicate 
that Adam and Eve had to touch every tree in order to 
care for them. However, they were not allowed to eat of 
this particular tree] 

Gen 3:4-6 NKJV
Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and  will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food [True - but not for consumption] that it 
was pleasant to the eyes [Also True - as long as their 
perspective was right], and a tree desirable to make one 
wise [This was a lie fabricated by the enemy to fill the 
void of something that only God knew] she took of its 
fruit and ate. She also gave it to her husband with her, 
and he ate. 

Gen 3:7 NKJV
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked [When sin entered 
in, knowledge did increase.  They now realized their 
disobedience had stripped them of God’s covering, 
making them hopelessly vulnerable to evil. Uncovered; 
Exposed and it did not make them wise… It made them 
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vulnerable]; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves coverings. [Adam and Eve’s natural 
response was to create a ‘man-made’ solution to fix a 
spiritual problem. However, their attempts back then, 
were as futile as our attempts today].

The conclusion is simple: God always knows more than 
what He reveals, but our promised protection, provision, 
confidence and covering comes as we remain obedient to 
what He said. 

We are not the Healer, but in surrender to God, and 
obedience to scripture, we can lay hands on the sick 
trusting that Jesus, the Great Physician, will release 
through us the healing that He has already provided.




