


Study Guide Overview

This guide is designed to give you a hands on approach in 
studying God’s Word based on our current sermon series. Ser-
mon notes are outlined so that you can follow along and take 
notes of your own for each message.

After each sermon, you will also find a set of discussion ques-
tions. These questions can be for your own personal review, 
but they are best utilized in discussion with others. You can 
discuss at the dinner table with family, with your Connect 
Group, or even over coffee with a friend. 

What you will find in this guide

• Teaching outline to give you an overview of the material
• Discussion questions to help you engage with the material
• Key takeaways to help reinforce main ideas
• Going Deeper resources to give you the option of taking a 

further step in your spiritual development

Going Deeper

If you choose to participate in the “Going Deeper” Discipleship 
portion, the following is an outline of what it looks like to fully 
engage and participate in this section so spiritual growth can 
be maximized and discipleship can take place.
 

1. Answer the six questions each week, physically writing 
down your responses so that you can see your own 
progress over time.

2. Share your responses with your Connect Group Leader or a 
designated leader that has been selected by your Connect 
Group Leader.



3. Begin the journey of finding an accountability partner. The 
study allows time for you to pray and seek out a suitable 
partner (characteristics listed below), but the hope is that 
by the end of this sermon series, you will have someone in 
your life that you can speak with on a regular basis to help 
further your spiritual development. 

Devotion / Reading / Journaling

• Select a Reading Plan (examples: Life Journal, YouVersion 
Bible App, etc.) 

• Read.
• Respond by capturing what God is speaking to you.

S – Scripture
O – Observation / What is happening in this passage?
A – Application / How does this apply to me?
P – Prayer / Expected Change

Accountability Partner

An accountability partner is a person who walks with another 
person in terms of helping them keep a commitment. For the 
context of Going Deeper, you will want to find someone to 
help you discuss and navigate following Jesus in your everyday 
life. This person is someone who follows Jesus themselves, 
and will encourage and challenge you in walking out your faith 
and helping your faith come to life!

For example, an accountability partner is someone you can 
share what God is speaking to you through your daily time 
with Him, someone you can be vulnerable enough with to 
share your struggles, and someone that you can seek biblical 
wisdom and guidance from as you face challenges and 
decisions in life.



Week 1 THE PERSON OF FAITH

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it 
is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For 
in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith-
to-faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” 

~ Rom 1:16-17

What does it mean to have faith, or to be a person of faith?  
While these terms are commonly used in both religious 
and secular circles, understanding them from a Christian 
perspective can be difficult without intentionally distinguishing 
between what the New Testament says, and the broad-brush 
generalizations assumed by today’s culture.  Sound trivial?  
Nothing could be farther from the truth. In fact, making this 
distinction is especially important to every Christ follower, as it 
will explain why we regularly meet other believers who claim 
to be a person of faith, yet fail to demonstrate any of faith’s 
essential characteristics. It’s through this clarification that one 
can gain an accurate view of the faith-filled life we, as disciples 
of Christ, are called to develop.  

So, what is faith? What does it mean to be a person of faith? The 
New Testament references faith in three ways: THE faith; active, 
everyday faith; and false faith. Throughout the New Testament, 
the term “the faith” is used to describe an overarching belief 
in Jesus Christ and the Gospel message, or we could say, this 
is what identifies us as Christians (Acts 16:5; Colossians 1:23; I 
Timothy 1:2).  Although the term “false faith” is not specifically 
mentioned in scripture, numerous passages in the New 
Testament clearly identify its existence by warning against 
the dangers of believing erroneous teaching, accommodating 
discrepancy between one’s believing and doing, and acting 
hastily or presumptuously regarding God’s direction and intent 
(Matthew 15:7-9; Acts 20:28-30; I Timothy 1:5-7; II Timothy 4:3-4).  



MESSAGE NOTES

Regarding “active (everyday) faith,” the first chapter of Romans 
(verses 16-17) describes it as an ever-growing confidence in 
a living God that enables our life to vibrantly flourish as He 
reveals Himself personally and powerfully.  Active faith is further 
identified as being beyond a humanly derived assurance.  
Active faith is a divine persuasion originated by the Holy Spirit’s 
coaxing, and perfected through our willingness to humbly 
submit to His leadership. Our prayer for you as we begin this first 
study is that you would grow in your understanding of what faith 
is, where faith comes from, and how we get faith, and in doing 
so, become more receptive to the Holy Spirit as He leads you, as 
it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”



.



Week 1 STUDY GUIDE
This week’s key verses: Rom 1:16-17 

1: WHAT IS FAITH?

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen” -Heb 11:1

Faith: This word is translated from the Greek word, “pistis” that 
means to be convinced or persuaded of something to the point 
of action. 

Although the words faith and believe are often used 
interchangeably, the New Testament highlights the 
fact that believing something to be true is not faith 
until that belief moves the individual into action.

 •  Matt 5:16
 •  Acts 11:21
 •  James 2:14-26

2: WHERE DOES FAITH COME FROM?

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” -Rom 10:17

Word: This word is translated from the Greek word, “rhema,” 
which refers to a word that is uttered by a living voice, or 
spoken.  In the context of this verse, we could say that rhema is 
the word within the Word.

Adding to this truth, Jesus said…
“And when [the Holy Spirit] has come, He will convict the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because 
they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My 
Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler 
of this world is judged.”-John 16:8-10



Convict- This word is translated from the Greek word, “elegcho” 
meaning to cross-examine a person on a witness stand until he 
is brought to a place of utter confrontation where he cannot 
deny the facts. 

Jesus lists 3 areas the Holy Spirit will perform this 
cross-examination:

1 “He will convict the world of sin” - The Holy Spirit brings 
them revelation of their spiritual condition to the point where 
they cannot deny the fact that they are lost, in desperate need 
of God, and trapped in their self-centered nature unless He 
sets them free. At that point, they then have the opportunity 
to repent and to receive Christ.

  
  •  Romans 3:23
  •  Romans 5:12
  •  I Corinthians 6:9-10

2 “He will convict of righteousness” - Once a person has 
accepted Jesus as their Savior, the Holy Spirit begins to 
cross-examine, or we could say, “convince them of the 
righteousness they now posses in Christ Jesus.” It is very 
difficult for the human mind to comprehend and accept this, 
because our natural self is still aware of our imperfections, 
weaknesses and wrong behaviors, and thus we feel 
disqualified.  While on our own, it’s true, we are not righteous, 
the Holy Spirit will never stop working to convince us that 
we have been declared righteous before God because of the 
blood of Jesus.

  •  I Corinthians 2:9-16
  •  2 Corinthians 5:21
  •  I John 1:9

3 “He will convict of judgment because the ruler of this world 
is judged” - This describes the Holy Spirit’s work to persuade 
us that although Satan may seem to have free reign in this 



world, in our circumstances, and in our lives at the moment, in 
reality his authority over us as believers has been completely 
stripped away, and his ultimate fate eternally sealed by 
overwhelming victory of Jesus.  

  • Romans 5:17
  • II Corinthians 10:3-6
  • Ephesians 1:17-22

This in-depth understanding of John 16:8-10 and Romans 
10:17, helps us to realize that active faith is more than just an 
intellectual insight that we develop while reading scripture.  
Instead, active Bible faith is the result of the Holy Spirit 
convicting, convincing and divinely persuading us regarding 
any area, and in any circumstance, that God and His Word 
is wholly true, should absolutely be trusted, and humbly 
submitted to. 

Now that we know what faith is, and where it comes from, 
there’s only one question left… 

3. HOW DO WE GET FAITH?
“The sower sows the Word.” - Mark 4:14

Although there are a multitude of ways by which the Word of 
God can come to us (Bible reading, live preaching, podcasts, 
etc.), we’ve already seen scripture evidence that faith comes 
as the Holy Spirit brings to life the word-within-the Word, 
divinely persuading us of its truth and relevance.  From 
this understanding, we can conclude that the Holy Spirit is 
ultimately the only One who can sow God’s Word into our heart.

Mark 4 continues with this farming metaphor using various 
types of soil to picture varying responses that people have to 
the Holy Spirit’s persuasion.



• Mark 4:15 - Hardened soil (heart) = Word rejected and 
quickly stolen

• Mark 4:16-17 - Stony soil (shallow receptivity) = Word 
entertained temporarily, then abandoned

• Mark 4:18-19 - Thorny soil (conflicting opinions and 
passions) = Word obstructed

• Mark 4:20 - Fertile Soil (receptive heart) = Word given deep 
access, brings lasting change and exponential blessing

If the Holy Spirit is the ultimate sower and persuader, our 
only part is to decide whether or not we will:

• Be available and open to hear the word-within-the Word. 

• Be ready and willing to receive and respond whenever He 
speaks. 



Week 1 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What is faith? What are the three different types of faith as 
discussed in this study? How are they different, and why is it 
important to distinguish between them? What kind of faith do 

you have?  ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

2. What is the difference between belief and faith? How 
does distinguishing the difference apply to how you live your 
everyday life? Are there areas of your life where based on your 

actions your faith may actually be belief? ___________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

3. Where does faith come from? Is it something that you can 
come up with on your own, or do you and I have a need for the 
Holy Spirit to divinely persuade us?  How does this work in our 

everyday lives? ________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



4. John 16:8 says that the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, 
righteousness, and truth? What does this mean, and why is it 
important for us to understand? Can you think of areas of your 
life where the Holy Spirit has convinced you of one or all of 

these? ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

5. How can you open your heart and life in a deeper way to 
allow the Holy Spirit to convince you of the reality of God and 

the truth of His ways? ___________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



Going Deeper Week 1
 

Key Scripture: Rom 1:16-17

1. Did I engage in church community this week (In person 
gathering or online)?  

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

2. Did I engage in this week’s teaching and study notes 
(completed notes and reflection questions)? 

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

3. Did I memorize this week’s key scripture (Rom 1:16-17)?

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

4. Did I spend personal devotion time with God in prayer, 
scripture reading, and journaling four days or more this 
week? 

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

5. On a scale of 1-5 how would I rate my having guarded 
my heart (eyes, ears, thoughts, words) from anything 
that would hinder God’s Word from taking root in my 
life?

    1   2   3   4   5    Additional:  ________________________

6. Have I either talked to, or met with my accountability 
partner this week?

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________



Week 2 THE PARTNERSHIP OF 
FAITH

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen. For by it the 

elders obtained a good testimony. By faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by the 
Word of God, so that the things which are seen 

were not made of things which are visible.” 
- Heb 11:1-3

 
 In our first study, we learned that active faith begins 
with a divine persuasion sown into the soil of our heart by 
the Holy Spirit (Romans 10:17; John 16:8-10; Mark 4).  From 
there, active faith grows as we respond in humility, allowing 
His Word to become deeply rooted in our heart, renewing 
our mind, and reinforcing our spirit with a supernatural 
strength that stands by what God is doing until His promise 
comes to pass. In essence, active faith says “I’ve been 
persuaded that I can trust God and therefore, I will go where 
He goes, do what He says, and live according to His words, 
for as long as it takes, no matter what else happens around 
me.” 

 According to the author of Hebrews Chapter 11, this 
powerful partnership of faith is the means by which God 
supernaturally worked through ordinary people to arrange 
or in many cases rearrange and restore what sinful mankind 
had destroyed, in order to bring about what we know as 
history (His Story). For some, God’s work was quick. Others 
stood firm in faith for decades before experiencing what 
God had promised.  Still others, died without ever actually 
experiencing what was promised, but were instead used by 
God to lay the foundation for what we now have available.



For obvious reasons, that last scenario is difficult for our 
natural minds to process.  Jesus seems to anticipate this 
struggle and unfolds a dramatic parable in Luke chapter 18 
to convey 3 unchangeable truths that must be understood in 
order to partner with God.  Our prayer is that, as you ponder 
these certainties, you will once again experience the divine 
persuasion of the Holy Spirit leading you, encouraging you, 
and steadying you in your partnership of faith.

MESSAGE NOTES



.



Week 2 STUDY GUIDE
This week’s key verses: Hebrews 11:1-3

“Now faith [pistis = being divinely persuaded to the point of 
action] is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” - Heb 11:1

Substance: This is translated from the Greek word “hupostasis” 
which means, that which stands under, stands by, or supports.

Having been persuaded by the Holy Spirit that God is telling 
the truth, gives one the internal fortitude to stand by and 
remain in confident partnership with God’s Word for as long as 
it takes until it comes to pass. 

“For by it (faith/divine persuasion to point of action) the elders 
(Jewish patriarchs and heroes of faith listed in rest of the 
chapter, and throughout Bible) obtained a good testimony.” 
-Hebrews 11:2

Many of these elders are listed in this chapter, along with their 
significant accomplishments.  However, it should be noted 
that it was their faith in God, not any of those achievements 
that gave them a good report.

“By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made 
of things which are visible.” -Heb 11:3

What is the author talking about?  Is he saying that the elders 
were involved in the creation story? The Genesis account 
doesn’t seem to support that. However, a deeper look at the 
phrase, “worlds were framed” clarifies the author’s meaning. 

Worlds: This word is translated from the Greek term, 
“aiones,” which refers to ages, time periods of history, and 
dispensations, not galaxies and planets.



Formed: This word is translated from the Greek term, 
“katartdzo” which means to set in order, to arrange or re-
arrange, to adjust or repair. 

When using these word definitions, Hebrews 11:2-3 could 
accurately be translated: “By faith we can see how the elders 
listed below, having been persuaded by the Holy Spirit that 
God was telling the truth, stood strong in their partnership of 
faith, setting them apart as heroes of faith.  Through them, we 
can also see how their willingness to remain in a partnership 
of faith, in spite of the impossibility of their circumstances, 
allowed God to literally change their world, to the point that 
we can still see the results today.”

While reading through the rest of Hebrews 11, it takes us on an 
emotional roller coaster ride of intense challenges, impossible 
odds, and varying tests of endurance. The biggest drop by far 
comes at the end when we’re told that some of these partners 
in faith died without every actually experiencing what was 
promised. God using them to lay the foundation for what we 
now, on this side of redemption, have available.  

Jesus seems to anticipate this faith struggle and unfolds a 
dramatic parable involving a widowed woman and an unjust 
judge in Luke chapter 18 to convey 3 unchangeable truths that 
must be understood in order to partner in faith with God.  

“Then He spoke a parable to them, that, men always ought to 
pray and not lose heart.” -Luke 18:1
 
Pray: This word is translated from the Greek term, 
“proseuchomai” which describes someone who has positioned 
themselves as close as they can get to God in order to know 
His heart and make a passionate appeal regarding a particular 
circumstance or need. This passionate posture is the opposite 
of the casual, token prayers that many Christians mindlessly 
recite. 



Instead, it depicts the deepest, most authentically raw cry of 
the heart. 

Lose Heart: These two words form a phrase in the Greek 
that describes a person who’s become so weighed down 
by their problem that all the fight has been drained out, 
causing them to throw in towel, take on a victim’s mentality, 
leaving themself and everyone around them vulnerable to the 
challenges and hardships of life. We might say, “They’ve given 
up on life; no fight left in them!”

So, the point Jesus wants to get across to His disciples through 
this parable is the importance of not letting yourself get 
discouraged, or distracted in your partnership of faith. The way 
He does this is by telling a story that illustrates 3 truths about 
our partnering with God in faith:

“There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor 
regard man. Now there was a widow in that city; and she 
came to him, saying ‘Get justice for me from my adversary’ 
And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within 
himself, ‘Though I do not fear God, nor regard man, yet 
because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her 
continual coming she weary me.’” Then the Lord said, “Hear 
what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own 
elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long 
with them?” -Luke 18:2-7

3 Truths about our Partnering with God in Faith

1: GOD IS NOT UNJUST NOR UNCARING

Although many Christians posture their prayer as if appealing 
to someone who’s insensitive, disconnected, disinterested, 
God is both just and consistently caring.

  • Psalm 89:14
  • Hebrews 4:15
  • Ephesians 2:4-5



What should we expect God to do? 

“I tell you that He will avenge them speedily.” -Luke 18:8a

2: GOD RESPONDS TO OUR PRAYERS SWIFTLY

“The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some 
people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not 
want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent”  
-2 Peter 3:9

While this verse is talking about the Lord’s promised return, 
its principle can be broadly applied.  Like any good father, 
although God hears and responds to our prayer, He also 
realizes that there are other things to consider, and will only 
do what’s best for you, when it’s best for you.

  • I John 5:14-15 & Isaiah 65:24

Having established that God is neither unjust nor uncaring, 
and that He hears and answers our prayer swiftly, Jesus wraps 
story with one final truth:

“Never-the-less, when Son of Man comes, will He really find 
faith on the earth?’ -Luke 18:8b

3: WE MUST STAND IN FAITH NO MATTER WHAT 

Is standing strong in faith based on what we see or experience, 
or is it based on the fact that we’ve been divinely persuaded 
that God is telling the truth?

God’s integrity stands, and we must therefore stand partnered 
with Him in faith no matter how long it takes! Hebrews 11:3 
confirms that that’s how everyone of the elders did it, and 
that’s what God is asking us to do as well!



Week 2 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How does it change the way you think about faith when 
you see it as a partnership with God? What does it look like to 
partner with God in faith? Can you think of any areas of your life 
right now where in faith you are partnering with God?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

2. In Luke 18:2-7 Jesus tells a parable that gives us three truths 
about partnering with God. How does each of the following 
truths impact the way that you think about and practically 
partner with God? 

• God is not unjust or uncaring  ___________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

• God responds to our prayers swiftly  _____________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

• We must stand in faith no matter what ___________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

The following questions are intended to take a deeper look at 
the three truths about partnering with God outlined above.



3. Although we can intellectually know that God is not unjust 
or uncaring, sometimes it can be hard to receive as truth for 
our lives. What are some challenges you have when it comes 
to receiving God as not being unjust or uncaring? How can you 
overcome these challenges? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

4. What challenges do you think that people face reconciling 
God as one who responds swiftly to our prayer and having 
unanswered prayer requests? How do you think God sees 
time as opposed to the way that we see time? How can you 
overcome the challenge of your time table and God’s time table 
not being the same? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

5. Why is it so difficult to stand in faith, “no matter what”? Are 
there any areas of your life where you are standing in faith right 
now, but you are tempted to give up? How do we practically 
stand in faith when our circumstances do not align to what we 
are standing in faith for? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



Going Deeper Week 2

Key scripture: Heb 11:3 

1. Did I engage in church community this week (In person 
gathering or online)?  

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

2. Did I engage in this week’s teaching and study notes 
(completed notes and reflection questions)? 

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

3. Did I memorize this week’s key scripture (Heb 11:3)?

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

4. Did I spend personal devotion time with God in prayer, 
scripture reading, and journaling four days or more this 
week? 

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

5. On a scale of 1-5 how would I rate my having guarded 
my heart (eyes, ears, thoughts, words) from anything 
that would hinder God’s Word from taking root in my 
life?

    1   2   3   4   5    Additional:  ________________________

6. Have I either talked to, or met with my accountability 
partner this week?

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________



Week 3 THE PERMANENCE OF 
FAITH

“…And this is the victory that has overcome the world - our 
faith.” -1 John 5:4b

In our last study, Hebrews 11:1-3 showed us that, faith (being 
divinely persuaded by the Holy Spirit that God’s Word is true) 
gives us the spiritual fortitude to stand firm in a partnership 
with God for as long as it takes, until His promise is fulfilled. 
This permanence of faith is neither easy nor automatic, 
but is developed over time, as one purposefully assumes a 
posture of faith, establishes a place in faith, and protects 
the purity of faith.  Jesus taught His disciples that advancing 
God’s Kingdom would require us to take on a posture of 
faith that moves determinately forward in God’s purpose, 
despite every attempt by the gates of Hell to prevail against 
us (Matthew 11:12; 16:18). Paul later coached young pastor 
Timothy along the same lines, instructing him to “fight the 
good fight of faith” regardless of the numerous evils that he 
had encountered (I Tim 6:12).

Recognizing the guaranteed victory we have through Christ 
Jesus, the author of Hebrews encourages us to permanently 
establish our life in the place of faith so that we might 
receive God’s promised reward (Hebrews 11:6).  Finally, the 
Apostle Paul instructs us to ardently protect the purity of our 
faith by examining every thought and opinion, “not in words 
taught us by human wisdom, but in words taught by the 
Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words” 
(I Corinthians 2:13).  Our prayer is that through this study, you 
will grow in your understanding of these three aspects of 
faith, enabling you to establish permanence of faith.



MESSAGE NOTES



.



Week 3 STUDY GUIDE
This week’s key verse: 1 John 5:4b

While God is Sovereign, and His Word omnipotent (all powerful, 
invincible, unstoppable) the Bible teaches that we have an 
enemy who will challenge us at every turn in order to disrupt 
the permanence of our faith.  In order to victoriously overcome 
him, we must purposefully fortify our faith in the following 
three ways.

1: WE MUST ASSUME A POSTURE OF FAITH

“From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of 
heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” -Matt 
11:12

The posture of faith is one of forceful resistance to anything 
that would attempt to sever the partnership of faith. In 2 
Corinthians 10, the Apostle Paul gives the Corinthian church 
step-by-step instructions on how to remain postured in faith.

“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the 
world does.” - 2 Cor 10:3

Wage War: This phrase is translated from the Greek word, 
“strateu,” a military term that conveys the idea of carrying out 
a designed battle plan. It’s from this word that we derive term, 
‘strategy.’ 

Paul tells us that our strategy must be intentionally different 
than the worlds.

“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.” 
-2 Cor 10:4a

From here, Paul begins to describe various battles that we 
will encounter, along with what we must do to win. As he 
does, it becomes obvious that he’s not referring to physical 



battles, but to battles fought in our mind and emotions over 
which ideas, perspectives and beliefs will ultimately determine 
what we accept as truth.  Additionally, a deeper examination 
will show that the weapons that Paul refers to are actually 
the words used to form these competing ideas, perspectives 
and beliefs. From this, someone might conclude that Paul is 
describing an intellectual battle.  But this is not at all the case.  
Paul intentionally distinguishes our words (actually the Words 
of God that we’ve been given) are not just intellectual. They 
are Spiritual, and as such, weightier, carrying divine authority 
and power.  In fact, Paul says as much in the next verse:

2 Corinthians 10:4b- “…On the contrary, they have divine power 
to demolish (completely dismantle and destroy by force) 
strongholds  (literally a castle or fortress, but here refers to, 
any rational, reason, argument, or mindset that is contrary to 
God’s Word, that the enemy has used or is using to fortify his 
opinion, and secure his influence in your life. Paul says, “those 
have to come down, and next gives us the step-by-step of 
how to accomplish that.

2 Corinthians 10:5- “We demolish arguments (this Greek word 
is where we get, “logic,” which tells us that strongholds are 
torn down one false reason, rational, idea at a time and every 
pretension (This Greek word is where we get the word “hype,” 
meaning no matter how popular, widely accepted, statistically 
supported something is, if it’s not in line with Gods Word, 
then we must demolish it from our thinking. If we do not, it 
will set itself up against the knowledge of God. Strongholds 
are built concept-by-concept, until they form an argument 
that challenges your faith in God’s Word.  To prevent that, 
Paul instructs…) we take captive every thought. This military 
term instructs us to establish an internal check-point, and if 
necessary arrest, and bring under subjection any idea that is 
contrary to God’s Word) to make IT obedient to Christ. Paul 
says to make it obey, not them, indicating that, like airport 
security, this scrutiny is an idea-by-idea, perspective-by-
perspective inspection, in order to assure that every thought 
complies to God’s Word).



2 Corinthians 10:6- “And [as we establish this pattern] we 
will be ready to punish every act of disobedience once your 
obedience is complete.” (in other words, as you comply 
with God’s Word, standing firm in the divine persuasion that 
God’s telling the truth, the power in God’s Word will become 
activated, vindicating you in front of enemy every time he tries 
to create and use a circumstance to steal your faith.) 

 •  Matthew 11:12
 •  Ephesians 6:10-18
 •  I Peter 5:8-10

2: WE MUST ESTABLISH A PLACE IN FAITH

‘And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that He exists and 
that He rewards those who earnestly seek him.’ -Heb 11:6a

Without: This word is translated from the Greek term, “choris” 
which means to be outside of something, such as someone 
who lives outside of the perimeter of a city.

“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists. (When 
it comes to being divinely persuaded that “God is God,” you are 
either in or out) and that He rewards those who earnestly seek 
him.” [When it comes to being divinely persuaded that God 
will keep His Word to those who continually trust in Him, you 
are either in or out] -Heb 11:6

3: WE MUST PROTECT THE PURITY OF FAITH

“What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what 
God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words 
taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. 
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that 



come from the Spirit of God, but considers them foolishness, 
and cannot understand them because they are discerned only 
through the Spirit.”                                                  -1 Cor 2:12-14 

Discerned: This word is translated from the Greek word 
“anakrino” which means to examine and judge in an objective 
or forensic sense. 

Paul uses this term to distinguish between a person, devoid of 
the Holy Spirit’s persuasion, trying to examine ideas, concepts 
and circumstances using natural senses, as opposed to 
someone discerning these things through the Spirit. 

  • Romans 12:2
  • Colossians 2:6-8
  • 2 Timothy 3:16

Understanding the difference between spiritual and natural 
discernment is especially crucial when one encounters 
discouraging voices inside of the Christian arena, but outside 
of the walls of faith. 

Three of the most prominent are dealt with below, along with 
scriptures that counter their position.

 1. “You never know what the Lord’s going to do.”

  • Numbers 23:19
  • 2 Corinthians 1:20 
  • Hebrews 11:1 

A scriptural response from within the walls of faith would be, 
“I believe that God’s Word is true and have chosen to place my 
trust in His faithfulness, holding onto His promise in spite of 
what I see or experience.” 

 



2. “Everything happens for a reason” (Insinuating   
    that whatever happens is all God’s doing).

  • Romans 8:28 
  • Hebrews 6:12 
  • Hebrews 11:6 
  • Hebrews 3:19

A scriptural response from within the walls of faith would be… 
‘“While I do not know How, When, or by What means God will 
fulfill His promise, I will not become sluggish in my faith, giving 
in to unbelief.  Instead, like those who’ve set the example 
before me, I will remain steadfast in believing that God is 
working every detail out for my good, and as I remain in faith 
and patience, I will soon experience the promise.”

 3. “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away!”

“The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be 
the name of the LORD.” -Job 1:21b

While this statement seems to be validated by the above verse, 
understanding the following Bible truths shed a different light.

• God’s revelation of Himself to man was progressive 
(Hebrews 1:1-2).

• Job is the oldest book in the Bible, written long before the 
Abrahamic Covenant, which introduced God’s Covenant 
with man.

• During the time when Job lived, there was no knowledge 
of an adversary. God was accredited for both good and 
evil, which formed the bases for Job’s statement in 
Chapter 1:21 as well as the discussion in Chapters 3-37, 
between Job and his friends.  



• From the beginning of the story (Job 1:8-12) the scriptures 
are clear that the adversary is the one stealing, killing, and 
destroying, not God. 

• God shows up to correct the wrongful accusation made 
Job (Job 38:1-2) and his friends against Him (Job 42:1-8).

• God confirms His love and commitment to Job by 
returning to him twice as much as he initially had   (Job 
42:10-17).

  • John 10:10
  • Romans 8:32

A scriptural response from within the walls of faith would 
be: “God is always faithful!  However, the real issue in the life 
of faith is not how quickly, how often, or to what degree we 
experience the promise, but whether or not we continue to 
actively believe what God’s Word has declared even if we can’t 
see it’s evidence.”



Week 3 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. While God is sovereign, and His Word is the ultimate and final 
authority, what part do you and I have to play in seeing His 
purpose and plan realized in our lives? How does that affect the 
way that we posture our lives in faith? What does it mean to live 
in a posture of faith?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

2. In this study we talked about spiritual warfare using the 
apostle Paul’s writing in 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. How does the 
reality that we are in a spiritual battle affect you? Paul says that 
we have been given spiritual weapons, and even though we live 
in the natural we are not supposed to fight in the natural. What 
does this look like in your everyday life? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

3. Hebrews 11:6 shows us that it is pleasing to God and positions 
our life for His reward when we live Inside the walls of faith? 
What does it mean to live inside the walls of faith? Why is it so 
easy for us to have faith, and yet live lives that are not in faith?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



4. What does it mean to protect the purity of faith? Why 
is it important for us to protect the purity of our faith? Are 
there any areas of your life where the purity of your faith has 
been compromised?  How do we safeguard against this, and 
how do we recover the purity of our faith when it has been 
compromised? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

5. The following thoughts were discussed in relationship to 
safeguarding the purity of our faith. Which of these do you find 
the most challenging for your own personal relationship with 
God?

 _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

• You never know what the Lords going to do _______________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

• Everything happens for a reason _________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

• The Lord gives and the Lord takes away ___________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________



Going Deeper Week 3

Key scripture: 1 John 5:4b

1. Did I engage in church community this week (In person 
gathering or online)?  

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

2. Did I engage in this week’s teaching and study notes 
(completed notes and reflection questions)? 

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

3. Did I memorize this week’s key scripture (1 John 5:4b)?

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

4. Did I spend personal devotion time with God in prayer, 
scripture reading, and journaling four days or more this 
week? 

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________

5. On a scale of 1-5 how would I rate my having guarded 
my heart (eyes, ears, thoughts, words) from anything 
that would hinder God’s Word from taking root in my 
life?

    1   2   3   4   5    Additional:  ________________________

6. Have I either talked to, or met with my accountability 
partner this week?

    Yes / No   Other:  _______________________________




